
The World According to Breslin: A
Comprehensive Exploration of Jimmy
Breslin's New York
Jimmy Breslin was one of the most influential journalists of the 20th
century. His writing was raw, honest, and unflinching, and his columns for
the New York Daily News and Newsday were required reading for anyone
who wanted to understand the city. Breslin's work was also highly personal,
and through his writing, he revealed his own struggles and triumphs as a
working-class Irish-American who grew up in the tough neighborhoods of
Queens.

The World According to Breslin is a comprehensive exploration of Breslin's
life and work. This article will examine his early years, his rise to
prominence as a journalist, and his lasting legacy as a chronicler of urban
life. We will also take a close look at his writing style, his impact on
journalism, and his influence on American culture.
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Early Years

James Breslin was born on October 23, 1928, in Ozone Park, Queens. His
parents were Irish immigrants, and he grew up in a working-class family.
Breslin attended local schools and excelled in sports, but he was also a
voracious reader and had a gift for writing. After graduating from high
school, Breslin served two years in the U.S. Army. He then worked as a
sportswriter for the Long Island Press.

Rise to Prominence

In 1960, Breslin joined the staff of the New York Daily News. He quickly
made a name for himself as a young reporter with a fresh perspective on
the city. Breslin's writing was honest, direct, and often humorous, and he
quickly became one of the most popular columnists in New York City.

Breslin covered some of the biggest stories of his time, including the
Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, and the Watergate scandal. He
also wrote extensively about the lives of working-class New Yorkers, and
his columns often reflected his own struggles and triumphs as an Irish-
American in the city.

Legendary Columnist

Breslin's column was a must-read for anyone who wanted to understand
New York City. He wrote about the city's politicians, gangsters, and
celebrities, but he also wrote about the everyday lives of ordinary New
Yorkers. Breslin's writing was full of humor, compassion, and insight, and
he became known as one of the most important voices in American
journalism.



Breslin was also a gifted storyteller, and his columns often read like short
stories. He had a keen eye for detail and a knack for bringing his
characters to life. Breslin's writing was also known for its sharp wit and
biting satire, and he often used his column to skewer the powerful and
expose hypocrisy.

Impact on Journalism

Breslin's writing had a profound impact on journalism. He helped to
redefine the role of the columnist, and he showed that it was possible to
write about serious issues in a way that was both entertaining and
informative. Breslin also inspired a generation of young journalists, and his
work continues to be studied and admired today.

Legacy

Jimmy Breslin died on March 19, 2017, at the age of 88. He left behind a
legacy as one of the most influential journalists of the 20th century.
Breslin's writing was honest, unflinching, and often humorous, and he
chronicled the lives of working-class New Yorkers with passion and
compassion.

Breslin's work continues to be read and admired today, and his legacy as a
journalist and chronicler of urban life will continue to inspire generations to
come.

Additional Resources

Obituary in the New York Times

Obituary in the Washington Post

Obituary in The Atlantic



Legacy article in the Huffington Post
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