
The Ups and Downs of RAF Flying Instructor:
A Journey of Exhilaration and Responsibility
Becoming a Royal Air Force (RAF) Flying Instructor is a path filled with both
exhilaration and heavy responsibility. It is a demanding profession that
requires not only exceptional flying skills but also the ability to impart
knowledge and inspire future pilots.

The Path to Becoming an RAF Flying Instructor

The journey to becoming an RAF Flying Instructor typically begins with an
application to the Royal Air Force. Applicants must meet strict eligibility
criteria, including having a minimum of 250 flying hours and a clean flying
record. Once accepted, candidates undergo a rigorous selection process
that includes aptitude tests, medical examinations, and interviews.
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Successful candidates enter the Elementary Flying Training (EFT) course,
where they receive their basic flying instruction. This is followed by the
Advanced Flying Training (AFT) course, which focuses on advanced flying
maneuvers and operational skills. Those who complete the AFT course are
eligible to apply for the RAF Flying Instructor Course (FIC).

The FIC is a comprehensive training program that covers a wide range of
topics, including instructional techniques, syllabus development, and safety
management. It is designed to equip instructors with the skills and
knowledge necessary to effectively train future pilots.

The Ups and Downs of Flying Instruction

The life of an RAF Flying Instructor is both rewarding and challenging.
Instructors experience the exhilaration of flying and the satisfaction of
seeing their students progress. They also play a vital role in shaping the
future of the Royal Air Force.

However, flying instruction also comes with its share of challenges.
Instructors must be constantly vigilant for safety and must be able to handle
the pressure of teaching and assessing students. They must also be
prepared for long hours and frequent travel.

The Responsibilities of an RAF Flying Instructor

RAF Flying Instructors have a wide range of responsibilities, including:

Instructing student pilots on all aspects of flying, from basic maneuvers
to advanced combat techniques.

Assessing student performance and providing feedback.



Developing and implementing training syllabuses.

Maintaining a high level of safety and operational readiness.

Mentoring and supporting student pilots.

In addition to these core responsibilities, RAF Flying Instructors may also
be involved in other aspects of aircrew training, such as simulator
instruction, ground school teaching, and operational flying.

The Rewards of Flying Instruction

Despite the challenges, the rewards of RAF Flying Instruction are
immense. Instructors have the opportunity to make a real difference in the
lives of their students and to help shape the future of the Royal Air Force.

Other rewards include:

The exhilaration of flying and the satisfaction of teaching others to fly.

The opportunity to develop both your flying and instructional skills.

The camaraderie of working with other instructors and students.

The opportunity to travel and experience different cultures.

RAF Flying Instruction is a demanding but rewarding profession. It offers
the opportunity to experience the exhilaration of flying while also making a
real difference in the lives of others. If you are passionate about flying and
have the desire to teach and inspire, then a career as an RAF Flying
Instructor may be the perfect fit for you.

Additional Information:



For more information on RAF Flying Instruction, please visit the Royal Air
Force website at https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/roles/pilot-roles/flying-
instructor/.
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