
The Unforgettable Queens of Islam:
Succession, Authority, and Gender
Throughout history, there have been many powerful and influential women
in Islam. These women have played a variety of roles, including as rulers,
scholars, and military leaders. Their stories are often overlooked, but they
offer valuable insights into the history of Islam and the role of women in
Muslim societies.

In this article, we will explore the lives of some of the most famous and
influential queens of Islam. We will discuss their accomplishments, their
challenges, and their impact on the world.
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The First Muslim Queen

The first Muslim queen was Khadija bint Khuwaylid. She was the wife of the
Prophet Muhammad and played a vital role in the early history of Islam.
Khadija was a wealthy and successful businesswoman who used her
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resources to support the Prophet's mission. She was also a strong believer
in Islam and one of the Prophet's first followers.

Khadija's death in 619 was a great loss to the Prophet Muhammad. She
had been his closest companion and confidant, and her support had been
invaluable to him. However, Khadija's legacy lived on. She was a role
model for Muslim women and an inspiration to generations of Muslims.

The Umayyad Dynasty

The Umayyad dynasty was the first Islamic caliphate. It was founded by
Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan in 661 and lasted until 750. During the Umayyad
period, there were several powerful and influential women.

One of the most famous Umayyad queens was Umm Kulthum bint
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. She was the wife of Caliph Marwan I and the
mother of Caliph Abd al-Malik. Umm Kulthum was a strong and
independent woman who played an important role in the Umayyad court.
She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.

Another prominent Umayyad queen was Rabia Basri. She was a renowned
Sufi mystic and scholar. Rabia was known for her piety and her dedication
to God. She was also a strong advocate for women's rights.

The Abbasid Dynasty

The Abbasid dynasty was the second Islamic caliphate. It was founded by
Abu al-Abbas as-Saffah in 750 and lasted until 1258. The Abbasid period
was a time of great cultural and intellectual flourishing. There were several
influential women during this period, including:



* Zubayda bint Ja'far: She was the wife of Caliph Harun al-Rashid and the
mother of Caliph al-Ma'mun. Zubayda was a generous and compassionate
woman who was known for her patronage of the arts and sciences. She
also played an important role in the construction of the Great Mosque of
Mecca.

* Sitt al-Mulk: She was the wife of Caliph al-Mutawakkil. Sitt al-Mulk was a
powerful and ambitious woman who played an influential role in the
Abbasid court. She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.

* Shajarat al-Durr: She was the first female ruler of Egypt. Shajarat al-Durr
was a strong and capable leader who defended Egypt against the
Crusaders. She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.

The Mamluk Dynasty

The Mamluk dynasty was a line of Turkish and Circassian slave soldiers
who ruled Egypt and Syria from 1250 to 1517. During the Mamluk period,
there were several powerful and influential women, including:

* Shajar al-Durr: She was the first female ruler of Egypt. Shajar al-Durr was
a strong and capable leader who defended Egypt against the Crusaders.
She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.

* Umm al-Sultan Shaban: She was the wife of Sultan Qalawun and the
mother of Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad. Umm al-Sultan Shaban was a
powerful and influential woman who played an important role in the Mamluk
court. She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.



* Shajar al-Durr II: She was the last female ruler of Egypt. Shajar al-Durr II
was a strong and capable leader who defended Egypt against the
Ottomans. She was also a patron of the arts and sciences.

The Ottoman Dynasty

The Ottoman dynasty was a Turkish dynasty that ruled over a vast empire
for over six centuries. During the Ottoman period, there were several
powerful and influential women, including:

* Hurrem Sultan: She was the wife of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.
Hurrem Sultan was a powerful and ambitious woman who played an
important role in the Ottoman court. She was also a patron of the arts and
sciences.

* Nurbanu Sultan: She was the wife of Sultan Selim II and the mother of
Sultan Murad III. Nurbanu Sultan was a powerful and influential woman
who played an important role in the Ottoman court. She was also a patron
of the arts and sciences.

* Safiye Sultan: She was the wife of Sultan Murad III and the mother of
Sultan Mehmed III. Safiye Sultan was a powerful and influential woman
who played an important role in the Ottoman court. She was also a patron
of the arts and sciences.

The queens of Islam have played a vital role in the history of Islam. They
have been rulers, scholars, and military leaders. They have also been
patrons of the arts and sciences. Their stories offer valuable insights into
the history of Islam and the role of women in Muslim societies.



These women were not just passive observers of history. They were active
participants in shaping the course of events. They were strong, intelligent,
and independent women who made a difference in the world. Their stories
are an inspiration to us all.

The Unforgettable Queens of Islam: Succession,
Authority, Gender by Shahla Haeri

4.1 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3716 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 278 pages

Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
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