
The True Story of an American Tragedy:
Gertrude Baniszewski and the Shocking
Murder of Sylvia Likens
In the annals of American crime, the case of Sylvia Likens stands as one of
the most horrific and disturbing. A young girl from a troubled home, Sylvia
was subjected to months of unimaginable abuse and torture at the hands of
Gertrude Baniszewski and her children. Her death, at the age of 16, sent
shockwaves across the nation and exposed the depths of human depravity.
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Sylvia Likens was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1949. Her parents,
Lester and Betty Likens, were divorced, and Sylvia lived with her mother
and stepfather, Jack Vosseler. The family moved frequently, and Sylvia
often found herself in unstable and abusive situations.

In 1965, Sylvia and her younger sister, Jenny, were sent to live with their
aunt and uncle, Gertrude and John Baniszewski, in Indianapolis. The
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Baniszewskis had seven children of their own, and they lived in a small,
run-down house on the east side of the city.

At first, Sylvia and Jenny seemed to be happy with their new living
arrangements. But it soon became clear that the Baniszewski home was a
place of chaos and violence. Gertrude Baniszewski was a cruel and
abusive woman who ruled her household with an iron fist.

Sylvia and Jenny were subjected to constant beatings, starvation, and
humiliation. They were forced to sleep in the basement, and they were
often denied food and water. Gertrude Baniszewski also encouraged her
children to abuse Sylvia and Jenny.

As the abuse escalated, Sylvia and Jenny tried to escape from the
Baniszewski home. But they were always caught and brought back. In
October 1965, Sylvia was so badly injured that she was taken to the
hospital. But the hospital staff did not suspect that she was being abused,
and she was returned to the Baniszewskis.

On October 26, 1965, Sylvia Likens died from her injuries. She had been
beaten, burned, and starved. Her body was covered in bruises, cuts, and
scars. Her hair had been shaved off, and her teeth had been knocked out.

The murder of Sylvia Likens shocked the nation. Gertrude Baniszewski and
her children were arrested and charged with murder. They were convicted
and sentenced to life in prison.

The case of Sylvia Likens is a tragic reminder of the dangers of child
abuse. It is a story of unimaginable cruelty and depravity. But it is also a
story of hope. Sylvia Likens was a brave and resilient young girl who



endured unimaginable suffering. Her story should inspire us to fight against
child abuse and to protect the most vulnerable members of our society.

Timeline of Events

1949: Sylvia Likens is born in Indianapolis, Indiana.

1965: Sylvia and her younger sister, Jenny, are sent to live with their
aunt and uncle, Gertrude and John Baniszewski, in Indianapolis.

October 1965: Sylvia is so badly injured that she is taken to the
hospital. But the hospital staff does not suspect that she is being
abused, and she is returned to the Baniszewskis.

October 26, 1965: Sylvia Likens dies from her injuries.

November 1965: Gertrude Baniszewski and her children are arrested
and charged with murder.

May 1966: Gertrude Baniszewski and her children are convicted of
murder and sentenced to life in prison.

The Victims

Sylvia Likens was a 16-year-old girl who was subjected to months of
unimaginable abuse and torture at the hands of Gertrude Baniszewski and
her children. She died from her injuries on October 26, 1965.

Jenny Likens was Sylvia's younger sister. She was also subjected to abuse
and torture at the hands of the Baniszewskis. She was able to escape from
the Baniszewski home and testify against her aunt and cousins at their trial.

The Perpetrators



Gertrude Baniszewski was a cruel and abusive woman who ruled her
household with an iron fist. She was convicted of murder and sentenced to
life in prison.

John Baniszewski was Gertrude's husband. He was also convicted of
murder and sentenced to life in prison.

Paula Baniszewski was Gertrude and John's daughter. She was convicted
of murder and sentenced to life in prison.

John Baniszewski Jr. was Gertrude and John's son. He was convicted of
murder and sentenced to life in prison.

Stephanie Baniszewski was Gertrude and John's daughter. She was
convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 20 years in prison.

Marie Baniszewski was Gertrude and John's daughter. She was convicted
of manslaughter and sentenced to 10 years in prison.

The Trial

The trial of Gertrude Baniszewski and her children was one of the most
sensational trials in American history. The trial lasted for months, and the
details of the abuse and torture that Sylvia Likens endured were revealed in
graphic detail.

The jury found Gertrude Baniszewski and her children guilty of murder.
They were sentenced to life in prison.

The Aftermath



The murder of Sylvia Likens had a profound impact on the nation. It led to
the passage of new laws to protect children from abuse and neglect.

Gertrude Baniszewski and her children died in prison. Sylvia Likens's
legacy lives on through the work of child abuse prevention organizations.

The murder of Sylvia Likens is a tragic reminder of the dangers of child
abuse. It is a story of unimaginable cruelty and depravity. But it is also a
story of hope. Sylvia Likens was a brave and resilient young girl who
endured unimaginable suffering. Her story should inspire us to fight against
child abuse and to protect the most vulnerable members of our society.
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...

The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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