The True History Of Gonzalo Guerrero: The
Spanish Conquistador Who Became Mayan

The story of Gonzalo Guerrero is one of the most fascinating and unlikely
tales in the history of the Americas. A Spanish conquistador who was
shipwrecked on the coast of the Yucatan Peninsula, Guerrero was captured
by the Maya and eventually became one of their most trusted leaders. He
fought alongside the Maya against the Spanish, and even married a Mayan
princess. His story is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, and
a reminder that even the most unlikely of friendships can be forged in the
most unexpected of places.
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Early Life and Career

Gonzalo Guerrero was born in Palos de la Frontera, Spain, in 1470. He
was the son of a wealthy merchant, and he received a good education. As
a young man, he joined the Spanish army and fought in the ltalian Wars.
He was a brave and skilled soldier, and he quickly rose through the ranks.
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In 1517, Guerrero was part of an expedition led by Juan de Grijalva to
explore the coast of the Yucatan Peninsula. The expedition was successful,
and Grijalva returned to Cuba with glowing reports of the new land. The
following year, Hernan Cortés led an expedition to conquer the Aztec
Empire. Guerrero was one of Cortés's lieutenants, and he played a key role
in the conquest of Mexico.

Shipwreck and Capture

In 1519, Guerrero was part of an expedition led by Francisco de Montejo to
conquer the Yucatan Peninsula. The expedition was unsuccessful, and
Montejo was forced to return to Cuba. Guerrero and a small group of his
men were left behind to establish a settlement on the coast of the Yucatan
Peninsula.

In 1527, Guerrero's settlement was attacked by a group of Maya watrriors.
Guerrero and his men were outnumbered and outmatched, and they were
quickly defeated. Guerrero was taken prisoner, and he was brought to the
Mayan city of Chichen ltza.

Life Among the Maya

Guerrero was kept prisoner by the Maya for several years. During this time,
he learned to speak the Mayan language, and he adopted many of the
Mayan customs. He also became a skilled warrior, and he fought alongside
the Maya against the Spanish.

In 1531, Guerrero married a Mayan princess named Zazil Ha. The couple
had several children, and they lived together in the Mayan city of Mayapan.
Guerrero became a respected member of the Mayan community, and he
was eventually given the title of "nacom," which means "war chief."



Death and Legacy

Guerrero died in battle in 1536, while fighting against the Spanish. He was
killed by a Spanish crossbowman, and his body was left on the battlefield.
The Maya mourned Guerrero's death, and they buried him with full military
honors.

Guerrero's story is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit. He was
a Spanish conquistador who was shipwrecked on the coast of the Yucatan
Peninsula and captured by the Maya. Despite the challenges he faced,
Guerrero adapted to his new life and became one of the most trusted
leaders of the Maya. He fought alongside the Maya against the Spanish,
and he even married a Mayan princess. Guerrero's story is a reminder that
even the most unlikely of friendships can be forged in the most unexpected
of places.

Legacy

Guerrero's legacy is still alive today. He is considered a hero by the Maya,
and his story is still told by Mayan elders. In 1998, a statue of Guerrero was
erected in the city of Mérida, Mexico. The statue is a reminder of Guerrero's
courage and leadership, and it is a symbol of the friendship between the
Spanish and the Maya.

The story of Gonzalo Guerrero is a fascinating and inspiring tale of
resilience, adaptability, and friendship. He was a Spanish conquistador who
became a Mayan warrior and leader. His story is a reminder that even the
most unlikely of friendships can be forged in the most unexpected of
places.
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