
The Travel Journals of Anna and George
Ticknor: A Glimpse into American Travel and
Society in the Early 19th Century
The travel journals of Anna and George Ticknor provide a fascinating
glimpse into American travel and society in the early 19th century. The
Ticknors were a wealthy and well-educated couple from Boston who
embarked on a three-year Grand Tour of Europe in 1815. Their journals,
which were published in two volumes in 1848, offer a detailed account of
their experiences, observations, and insights.

George Ticknor was a prominent scholar and educator who served as the
first Smith Professor of Modern Languages and Belles Lettres at Harvard
University. Anna Ticknor was a talented writer and artist who played an
active role in her husband's academic and social life. The Ticknors' travel
journals are a valuable historical resource that provides insights into the
social and cultural landscape of Europe and the United States during a
period of great change.
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The Grand Tour

The Grand Tour was a common practice among wealthy young men of the
18th and 19th centuries. It was considered an essential part of a classical
education and provided an opportunity to experience different cultures,
learn foreign languages, and acquire a refined taste for art and literature.
The Ticknors' Grand Tour was typical in many respects. They traveled to
England, France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, and the Netherlands. They
visited major cities and towns, attended social events, and toured
museums, churches, and other cultural landmarks.

However, the Ticknors' Grand Tour was also unique in some ways. First,
they traveled as a couple, rather than as part of a larger group of young
men. This gave them a greater degree of independence and flexibility.
Second, they were both accomplished scholars and writers, which allowed
them to engage with European intellectuals and artists on a deeper level.
Third, they traveled during a period of great social and political change in
Europe. The Napoleonic Wars had recently ended, and the continent was
in a state of flux. The Ticknors were able to witness firsthand the effects of
the war and the rise of new political movements.

Observations on European Society

The Ticknors' journals provide a wealth of information about European
society in the early 19th century. They describe the social customs and
manners of different countries, the state of the arts and sciences, and the
political and economic conditions of the time. The Ticknors were particularly
interested in the social and political differences between Europe and the
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United States. They observed that Europeans were more stratified than
Americans, with a greater emphasis on social hierarchy and class
distinctions. They also noted that Europeans were more conservative and
less tolerant of dissent than Americans.

The Ticknors were critical of some aspects of European society, but they
also admired many things. They were impressed by the beauty of the
European landscape, the richness of its culture, and the depth of its
learning. They also appreciated the European tradition of hospitality and
civility.

Insights into American Society

The Ticknors' journals also provide insights into American society in the
early 19th century. They describe the state of education, religion, politics,
and the arts in the United States. They also discuss the social and cultural
differences between the North and the South. The Ticknors were proud of
their American heritage, but they also recognized the shortcomings of
American society. They were concerned about the growing materialism and
individualism of American culture. They also worried about the threat of
slavery and the widening gap between the rich and the poor.

Legacy

The Ticknors' travel journals are a valuable historical resource that provides
insights into the social and cultural landscape of Europe and the United
States during a period of great change. They are also a testament to the
importance of travel and education in shaping the minds and hearts of
individuals. The Ticknors' journals continue to be read and studied by
scholars, historians, and general readers alike. They are a reminder of the



power of travel to broaden our horizons and deepen our understanding of
the world.
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The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...
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The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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