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The image of the tattooed lady has long been a source of fascination and
intrigue. From ancient tribes to modern-day circuses, women with tattoos
have captivated audiences with their unique and often exotic appearance.
This article will explore the history of tattooed women, from their origins in
ancient cultures to their modern-day resurgence.

Ancient Origins

The earliest evidence of tattooed women dates back to the Neolithic period.
Archaeological evidence from Siberia suggests that women were tattooing
themselves as early as 5000 BC. These tattoos were likely used for both
decorative and protective purposes.

In ancient Egypt, women were often tattooed with symbols of fertility and
protection. The goddess Isis was often depicted with tattoos on her arms
and legs. In ancient Greece, women were sometimes tattooed with the
names of their husbands or lovers.
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In many indigenous cultures around the world, women were tattooed as a
rite of passage. These tattoos marked a woman's transition from childhood
to adulthood and were often seen as a sign of beauty and status.

The Victorian Era

In the Victorian era, tattoos became increasingly popular among women.
This was due in part to the influence of exoticism and the growing
fascination with the East. Women who had traveled to far-off lands often
returned with tattoos that were seen as both alluring and exotic.

The most famous tattooed lady of the Victorian era was undoubtedly Nora
Hildebrandt. Born in Germany in 1853, Hildebrandt was covered in tattoos
from head to toe. She performed in circuses throughout Europe and
America, and her exotic appearance made her a popular attraction.

Other tattooed women of the Victorian era included Sarah "Sadie" Hayden
(1842-1904) and Annie Jones (1873-1936). Hayden was an American
circus performer who was known for her elaborate Japanese-style tattoos.
Jones was a British tattooed dancer who performed in vaudeville and other
variety shows.

The 20th and 21st Centuries

In the early 20th century, tattoos became increasingly popular among
women. This was due in part to the rise of the feminist movement and the
growing acceptance of women's sexuality.

In the 1920s and 1930s, women such as Betty Broadbent (1887-1971) and
Ruth "Big Mama" Stevens (1938-2021) became famous for their elaborate
tattoos. Broadbent was a vaudeville performer who was known for her full-



body tattoo of a snake. Stevens was a circus performer who was known for
her tribal-style tattoos.

In the 1940s and 1950s, women who served in the military often got tattoos
as a way to commemorate their service.

In the 1960s and 1970s, tattoos became even more popular among
women. This was due in part to the rise of the counterculture and the
growing acceptance of body art.

In the 1980s and 1990s, women began to get tattoos for a variety of
reasons. Some women got tattoos as a form of self-expression, while
others got tattoos to commemorate a significant event or person in their
lives.

In the 21st century, tattoos have become increasingly common among
women. Women of all ages, backgrounds, and professions are getting
tattoos. Tattoos have become a way for women to express their
individuality and to celebrate their bodies.

The history of tattooed women is a long and diverse one. From their origins
in ancient cultures to their modern-day resurgence, tattooed women have
been a source of fascination and intrigue. Tattoos have been used for a
variety of purposes, from decoration to protection to self-expression.

In the 21st century, tattooed women are more accepted than ever before.
Tattoos have become a way for women to celebrate their individuality and
to express themselves. Tattoos have also become a way for women to
connect with other women who share their interests and experiences.
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