
The Reception of the Physicist and His Theory
in China, 1917-1979
The reception of Albert Einstein's theory of relativity in China was a
complex and multifaceted process. The theory first arrived in China in
1917, when it was introduced by the Chinese physicist Li Yan. However, it
was not until the 1920s that the theory began to gain widespread
acceptance in the Chinese scientific community. This was due in large part
to the efforts of the Chinese physicist Zhang Rongqiao, who translated
Einstein's work into Chinese and wrote several influential articles on the
theory. By the 1930s, the theory of relativity was widely accepted in China
as the most accurate description of the physical world.

The theory of relativity had a profound impact on Chinese science. It led to
the development of new theories in physics, astronomy, and cosmology. It
also influenced the Chinese understanding of the nature of the universe
and the place of humans within it. The theory of relativity was also used to
support political and social movements in China. For example, the theory
was used to justify the Chinese Communist Party's claim that China was
the center of the world and that the Chinese people were destined to lead
the world to a new era of socialism.
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The Early Reception of the Theory of Relativity in China

The theory of relativity first arrived in China in 1917, when it was introduced
by the Chinese physicist Li Yan. Li had studied in Germany, where he had
been exposed to the theory of relativity. He returned to China in 1917 and
published a series of articles on the theory in the Chinese journal Science.
These articles were the first to introduce the theory of relativity to the
Chinese scientific community.

The early reception of the theory of relativity in China was mixed. Some
scientists were impressed by the theory, while others were skeptical. The
most common criticism of the theory was that it was too abstract and
difficult to understand. However, despite these criticisms, the theory of
relativity gradually began to gain acceptance in the Chinese scientific
community.

The Influence of Zhang Rongqiao

The Chinese physicist Zhang Rongqiao played a major role in the
dissemination of the theory of relativity in China. Zhang was born in 1889 in
Jiangsu Province. He studied physics at the University of Tokyo and the
University of Berlin. In 1923, he returned to China and became a professor
of physics at Peking University. Zhang was a brilliant physicist and a gifted
teacher. He wrote several influential articles on the theory of relativity,
which helped to make the theory more accessible to the Chinese scientific
community.
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In addition to his writing, Zhang also played a role in the dissemination of
the theory of relativity through his teaching. He taught the theory of
relativity to many of the leading physicists in China, including Chien Wei-
zang, who later became one of the founders of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.

The Acceptance of the Theory of Relativity in China

By the 1930s, the theory of relativity was widely accepted in China as the
most accurate description of the physical world. This was due in large part
to the efforts of Zhang Rongqiao and other Chinese physicists. The theory
of relativity had a profound impact on Chinese science, leading to the
development of new theories in physics, astronomy, and cosmology. It also
influenced the Chinese understanding of the nature of the universe and the
place of humans within it.

The theory of relativity was also used to support political and social
movements in China. For example, the theory was used to justify the
Chinese Communist Party's claim that China was the center of the world
and that the Chinese people were destined to lead the world to a new era
of socialism.

The Impact of the Theory of Relativity on Chinese Science

The theory of relativity had a profound impact on Chinese science. It led to
the development of new theories in physics, astronomy, and cosmology. It
also influenced the Chinese understanding of the nature of the universe
and the place of humans within it.

One of the most important impacts of the theory of relativity on Chinese
science was the development of new theories in physics. The theory of



relativity led to the development of new theories in quantum mechanics,
particle physics, and cosmology. These theories have helped to explain a
wide range of phenomena, from the behavior of atoms to the evolution of
the universe.

The theory of relativity also influenced the Chinese understanding of the
nature of the universe. The theory of relativity showed that the universe is
not static, but is constantly expanding. This discovery led to a new
understanding of the history of the universe and the place of humans within
it.

The Theory of Relativity and Chinese Political and Social Movements

The theory of relativity was also used to support political and social
movements in China. For example, the theory was used to justify the
Chinese Communist Party's claim that China was the center of the world
and that the Chinese people were destined to lead the world to a new era
of socialism. This claim was based on the theory of relativity's assertion
that there is no absolute frame of reference. This meant that China could
claim to be the center of the world from its own perspective.

The theory of relativity was also used to support the Chinese Communist
Party's claim that it was the only party that could lead China to a new era of
socialism. The party claimed that it was the only party that understood the
theory of relativity and that it was the only party that could apply the theory
to solve China's problems.

The reception of Albert Einstein's theory of relativity in China was a
complex and multifaceted process. The theory first arrived in China in
1917, but it was not until the 1920s that it began to gain widespread



acceptance in the Chinese scientific community. The theory of relativity had
a profound impact on Chinese science, leading to the development of new
theories in physics, astronomy, and cosmology. It also influenced the
Chinese understanding of the nature of the universe and the place of
humans within it. The theory of relativity was also used to support political
and social movements in China.
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