
The Postcolonial Story of Families Caught in
the Half-Life of Empires
Colonialism was a traumatic experience for families around the world. It
disrupted family structures, created new forms of family, and shaped the
identities of family members. The legacy of colonialism continues to affect
families today, in both positive and negative ways.
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The Impact of Colonialism on Family Structures

One of the most significant impacts of colonialism on family structures was
the separation of family members. Men were often forced to leave their
families to work on plantations or in mines. Women were often left to care
for the children and the home on their own. This separation could lead to
the breakdown of family relationships and the loss of traditional family
values.
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In addition to the separation of family members, colonialism also led to the
creation of new forms of family. In some cases, colonial powers
encouraged intermarriage between colonizers and colonized peoples. This
led to the creation of new mixed-race families. In other cases, colonial
powers discouraged intermarriage and promoted the segregation of
colonizers and colonized peoples. This led to the creation of separate
family structures for colonizers and colonized peoples.

The Impact of Colonialism on Family Identity

Colonialism also had a significant impact on family identity. Colonizers
often viewed colonized peoples as inferior and uncivilized. This view was
reflected in the way that colonizers treated colonized families. Colonizers
often denied colonized families the right to own property, to vote, and to
receive an education. This discrimination had a devastating impact on the
self-esteem of colonized families and led to a sense of alienation and
shame.

In addition to the discrimination that they faced from colonizers, colonized
families also faced discrimination from their own communities. In some
cases, colonized families were seen as traitors for cooperating with the
colonizers. In other cases, colonized families were seen as inferior to
traditional families. This discrimination led to further alienation and shame
for colonized families.

The Resistance and Adaptation of Families to Colonialism

Despite the challenges that they faced, colonized families did not passively
accept their oppression. They resisted colonialism in a variety of ways,
including:



Refusing to cooperate with colonizers

Hiding their children from colonial schools

Maintaining their traditional cultural practices

Forming resistance movements

In addition to resisting colonialism, colonized families also adapted to its
challenges. They developed new ways to survive and to protect their
families. They also developed new forms of family that were better suited to
the colonial context. These adaptations helped colonized families to survive
and to thrive in the face of colonialism.

The Legacy of Colonialism for Families Today

The legacy of colonialism continues to affect families today, in both positive
and negative ways.

On the one hand, colonialism has led to the creation of new and diverse
families. Mixed-race families, transnational families, and single-parent
families are all more common today than they were before colonialism.
These families are a testament to the resilience and adaptability of families
in the face of adversity.

On the other hand, colonialism has also left a legacy of discrimination and
inequality. Colonized peoples and their descendants continue to face
discrimination in many areas of life, including housing, education, and
employment. This discrimination can have a devastating impact on families,
leading to poverty, instability, and violence.



The legacy of colonialism is complex and multifaceted. It is a story of both
oppression and resistance, of loss and survival. It is a story that continues
to shape the lives of families today.

The postcolonial story of families is a story of resilience and adaptation in
the face of adversity. It is a story that is still being written today, as families
continue to grapple with the legacies of colonialism. Despite the challenges
that they face, families are a source of strength and support for their
members. They are a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is
always hope.
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