
The Musical Legacy of Rida Johnson Young: A
Broadway Legacy
Rida Johnson Young was an American composer, lyricist, and librettist who
wrote over 20 musicals and operettas. She was one of the first women to
write for Broadway, and her work helped to pave the way for other female
composers and lyricists.
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Early Life and Career

Rida Johnson Young was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 28,
1875. She began studying music at a young age, and she showed a talent
for composition and writing. In 1894, she entered the Peabody
Conservatory of Music, where she studied composition with Gustav Strube
and Edgar Stillman Kelley. She graduated in 1898 with a Bachelor of Music
degree.
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After graduating from Peabody, Young moved to New York City to pursue a
career as a composer. She wrote her first musical, The Merrymakers, in
1901. The musical was a success, and it ran for over 200 performances.
Young followed up The Merrymakers with a string of successful musicals,
including The Girl and the Governor (1902),The Prince of Pilsen (1903),and
The Red Mill (1906).

Broadway Career

In 1908, Young wrote her first Broadway musical, The Circus Girl. The
musical was a huge success, and it ran for over 500 performances. Young
followed up The Circus Girl with a string of successful Broadway musicals,
including The Laughing Husband (1910),The Girl in the Taxi (1911),and
Maytime (1917). Maytime was Young's most successful Broadway musical,
and it ran for over 500 performances.

Young's Broadway musicals were known for their catchy melodies, witty
lyrics, and charming stories. She wrote musicals that were both
entertaining and thought-provoking. Her work helped to define the sound of
Broadway in the early 20th century.

Legacy

Rida Johnson Young was one of the most successful and prolific female
composers of her time. She wrote over 20 musicals and operettas, and her
work helped to pave the way for other female composers and lyricists.
Young's music is still performed today, and she continues to be an
inspiration to aspiring composers and musicians.

Notable Works

The Merrymakers (1901)



The Girl and the Governor (1902)

The Prince of Pilsen (1903)

The Red Mill (1906)

The Circus Girl (1908)

The Laughing Husband (1910)

The Girl in the Taxi (1911)

Maytime (1917)
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Videos

Rida Johnson Young: The Girl in the Taxi

Rida Johnson Young: Maytime

Rida Johnson Young: The Circus Girl
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...

The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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