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The Longshoreman Philosopher: Radical Ideas from the Waterfront is a
book by Eric Hoffer, published in 1963. The book is a collection of essays
and aphorisms on a wide range of topics, including politics, economics,
religion, and the human condition.

Hoffer was a self-educated longshoreman who had never attended college.
However, he was a voracious reader and had a deep understanding of
history, philosophy, and literature. His writing is characterized by its clarity,
wit, and wisdom.

The Book's Contents

The Longshoreman Philosopher is divided into four parts:
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The Passionate State of Mind: This section explores the nature of
mass movements and the psychology of the masses.

The Art of Thinking: This section offers advice on how to think
critically and independently.

This Strange and Wonderful World: This section contains essays on
a variety of topics, including the human condition, the nature of reality,
and the meaning of life.

Aphorisms: This section contains a collection of Hoffer's aphorisms,
or short, pithy sayings.

The Book's Themes

The Longshoreman Philosopher is a book about a wide range of topics, but
there are several themes that run throughout the book.

The Importance of Individualism: Hoffer believed that individualism
is essential for a free and prosperous society. He argued that mass
movements and collectivism lead to tyranny and oppression.

The Power of Belief: Hoffer believed that belief is a powerful force in
human affairs. He argued that people are willing to sacrifice their lives
and fortunes for their beliefs.

The Importance of Education: Hoffer believed that education is
essential for a free and democratic society. He argued that education
helps people to think critically and independently.

The Meaning of Life: Hoffer believed that the meaning of life is to find
a purpose and to make a contribution to society.



The Book's Reception

The Longshoreman Philosopher was a critical and commercial success. It
was praised for its clarity, wit, and wisdom. The book has been translated
into more than 20 languages and has sold more than 2 million copies
worldwide.

The Longshoreman Philosopher is a classic work of American literature. It
is a book that has something to offer everyone, regardless of their political
or philosophical beliefs.

The Longshoreman Philosopher is a book that is both timeless and timely.
It is a book that offers wisdom and insight on a wide range of topics. If you
are looking for a book that will challenge your thinking and inspire you to
live a more meaningful life, then I highly recommend The Longshoreman
Philosopher.
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...

The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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