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J.L.B. and Margaret Smith were a remarkable husband-and-wife team who
dedicated their lives to improving the lives of others through education and
social reform. Their work spanned decades and had a profound impact on
communities in South Africa, particularly during the oppressive apartheid
era.

J.L.B. Smith: A Pioneer in Education

Johannes Leendert Bernard Smith (1885-1965),known as J.L.B., was a
visionary educator who recognized the transformative power of education.
Born in the rural town of Clanwilliam, he witnessed firsthand the disparities
in educational opportunities between white and black South Africans.

In 1908, Smith joined the South African Native College in Fort Hare as a
lecturer in mathematics and science. He quickly rose through the ranks,
becoming the college's first black principal in 1923. Under his leadership,
Fort Hare became a beacon of academic excellence and a center for
political and intellectual ferment.

Smith was a strong advocate for the empowerment of black students. He
believed that education was the key to unlocking their potential and
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challenging the racist structures of apartheid. He introduced innovative
teaching methods and encouraged students to participate in the
community.

In addition to his work at Fort Hare, Smith also played a leading role in
establishing several other educational institutions, including the Bantu
Education Association and the Lovedale College of Education. He served
as the first president of the African Teachers' Association of South Africa
and was instrumental in raising awareness of the educational needs of
black South Africans.

Margaret Smith: A Champion of Social Justice

Margaret Ballinger Smith (1894-1980) was a passionate social reformer
whose work focused on improving the lives of women, children, and the
poor. Born in the town of Nqamakwe, she was raised in a family that
encouraged social activism.

In her youth, Smith became actively involved in the women's suffrage
movement. She joined the African National Congress (ANC) in 1919 and
became a vocal advocate for equal rights and opportunities for women.
She was elected president of the Women's Bureau of the ANC in 1924 and
played a key role in drafting the party's statement on women's rights.

Smith's concern for the welfare of children led her to establish the Child
Welfare Society of South Africa in 1921. This organization provided
essential services to underprivileged children, including healthcare,
education, and support for families.



During the apartheid era, Smith's work became increasingly focused on
challenging the injustices of racial segregation. She campaigned against
the pass laws and other discriminatory measures that restricted the
movement and opportunities of black South Africans.

A Shared Commitment to Social Change

J.L.B. and Margaret Smith shared a deep commitment to social change
and a belief in the power of education to transform lives. They worked
together on numerous projects, including the establishment of the Bantu
Education Association, which aimed to improve the quality of education for
black South Africans.

The Smiths were also active in the struggle against apartheid. J.L.B. served
as a consultant to the Defiance Campaign in the early 1950s and was
banned by the government for his political activities. Margaret continued
her work in social welfare, providing support to victims of apartheid and
advocating for the release of political prisoners.

The Smiths' legacy continues to inspire activists and educators around the
world. Their unwavering dedication to the principles of equality, justice, and
education serves as a reminder of the transformative power of individuals
to bring about positive change.

The lives of J.L.B. and Margaret Smith are a testament to the indomitable
spirit of those who dare to challenge the status quo and work tirelessly for a
better world. Their unwavering commitment to education and social justice
made a lasting impact on South Africa and beyond.



We can all draw inspiration from the Smiths' example and strive to make a
difference in our own communities, no matter how small or large.
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