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Technical direction is a critical component of any successful theatrical or
live performance. It encompasses the planning, management, and
execution of all technical aspects of a production, from set design and
lighting to sound and projection. To achieve success in this demanding
field, technical directors rely on a combination of processes, forms, and
philosophies that guide their work and ensure the smooth running of the
production process.

1. Processes and Forms

At the heart of effective technical direction lies a structured set of
processes and forms that provide a framework for planning and executing a
production. These processes may vary depending on the size and
complexity of the production, but generally include the following steps:
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Pre-production planning: During this phase, the technical director
collaborates with the artistic director and other key creatives to develop
a vision for the production and establish a technical plan. This involves
researching the script, creating a technical design, and developing a
budget and timeline.

Production management: This involves overseeing the day-to-day
operations of the technical department, including scheduling,
budgeting, hiring crew, and purchasing equipment. Technical directors
must also coordinate with other departments, such as production
management and stage management, to ensure smooth
communication and collaboration.

Technical rehearsals: During this phase, the technical director and
crew work closely with the cast and artistic team to integrate technical
elements into the performance. This involves setting up and testing
equipment, rehearsing cues, and making adjustments as needed.

Performance execution: The technical director is responsible for
ensuring the smooth running of all technical aspects of the
performance. This includes operating equipment, coordinating with
stage management, and troubleshooting any issues that may arise.

Post-production: After the performance, the technical director
oversees the breakdown and storage of equipment. They also prepare
reports and documentation to inform future productions and improve
the overall efficiency of the technical department.

In addition to these processes, technical directors rely on a variety of forms
and documents to manage their work. These forms provide a standardized



way to track progress, communicate information, and ensure compliance
with safety regulations. Common forms used in technical direction include:

Technical production schedules

Purchase orders

Equipment rental forms

Safety reports

Crew contracts

2. Philosophies

Beyond the practical processes and forms, effective technical direction is
also guided by a number of underlying philosophies that shape the
approach to the work. These philosophies provide a foundation for
decision-making and problem-solving, and can help technical directors
achieve success in a variety of settings.

Some of the key philosophies that guide successful technical direction
include:

Safety first: Safety is paramount in all aspects of technical direction.
Technical directors must prioritize the safety of crew, performers, and
audience members, and create a safe working environment at all
times.

Collaboration and communication: Technical direction is a
collaborative process that requires effective communication and
teamwork among all members of the production team. Technical



directors must be able to clearly convey their ideas, listen to feedback,
and work together with others to achieve a common goal.

Planning and preparation: Thorough planning and preparation are
essential for successful technical direction. Technical directors must
anticipate potential problems, develop contingency plans, and ensure
that all equipment and crew are ready for the performance.

Flexibility and adaptability: Things don't always go according to plan
in live performance, so technical directors must be able to adapt to
changing circumstances and make quick decisions. Flexibility and
adaptability are key to ensuring that the performance goes smoothly
even when unexpected events occur.

Continuous improvement: Technical direction is a constantly
evolving field, and technical directors must be committed to continuous
improvement. They should seek out new technologies, best practices,
and opportunities to enhance their skills and knowledge.

3.

Process forms and philosophies provide the foundation for successful
technical direction in theatre and live performance. By adhering to these
principles, technical directors can ensure the smooth running of the
production process, create safe and collaborative work environments, and
ultimately deliver high-quality technical elements that enhance the
audience experience.
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