
The Environmental Vision of Thomas Merton:
A Culture of the Land

Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk who lived in the Abbey of
Gethsemani in Kentucky for over 25 years. He was a prolific writer and
speaker, and his work has had a profound impact on the environmental
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movement. Merton's environmental vision is rooted in his understanding of
the interconnectedness of all life. He believed that we are all part of a web
of life, and that our actions have far-reaching consequences.
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Merton was particularly concerned about the destruction of the natural
world. He saw the clear-cutting of forests, the pollution of rivers and
streams, and the destruction of wildlife as a betrayal of our responsibility to
care for the Earth. He believed that we need to develop a new culture of
the land, a culture that is based on respect for the natural world and on a
commitment to living in harmony with the Earth.

Merton's environmental vision has been influential in the development of
the environmental movement. His writings have helped to raise awareness
of the importance of protecting the natural world, and his call for a new
culture of the land has inspired many people to work for environmental
justice.

Merton's Understanding of the Interconnectedness of Life
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Merton's environmental vision is rooted in his understanding of the
interconnectedness of all life. He believed that we are all part of a web of
life, and that our actions have far-reaching consequences. He wrote:

“ "The universe is a vast symphony of relationships.
Everything is connected to everything else. We are all part of a
vast web of life, and our actions have consequences that
ripple out into the future."”

Merton believed that we need to understand the interconnectedness of life
in order to live in harmony with the Earth. He wrote:

“ "We cannot live in harmony with the Earth unless we
understand our place in the web of life. We are not separate
from the Earth, but part of it. We are all part of a vast
community of life, and our actions have consequences for the
entire community."”

Merton's Concern about the Destruction of the Natural World

Merton was particularly concerned about the destruction of the natural
world. He saw the clear-cutting of forests, the pollution of rivers and
streams, and the destruction of wildlife as a betrayal of our responsibility to
care for the Earth. He wrote:



“ "We are destroying the natural world at an alarming rate. We
are clear-cutting forests, polluting rivers and streams, and
destroying wildlife. We are creating a planet that is
uninhabitable for future generations."”

Merton believed that we need to take action to protect the natural world. He
wrote:

“ "We need to develop a new culture of the land, a culture that
is based on respect for the natural world and on a commitment
to living in harmony with the Earth."”

Merton's Call for a New Culture of the Land

Merton's environmental vision calls for a new culture of the land, a culture
that is based on respect for the natural world and on a commitment to living
in harmony with the Earth. He wrote:

“ "We need to develop a new culture of the land, a culture that
is based on respect for the natural world and on a commitment
to living in harmony with the Earth. This new culture will
require us to change our ways of living and thinking. We will
need to learn to live more simply, to consume less, and to
share the Earth's resources with others."”

Merton believed that a new culture of the land is possible. He wrote:



“ "I believe that we can create a new culture of the land, a
culture that is based on respect for the natural world and on a
commitment to living in harmony with the Earth. This new
culture will require a change of heart, a change of mind, and a
change of lifestyle. But it is possible. We can do it."”

The Legacy of Thomas Merton

Thomas Merton died in 1968, but his legacy continues to inspire
environmentalists today. His writings have helped to raise awareness of the
importance of protecting the natural world, and his call for a new culture of
the land has inspired many people to work for environmental justice.

Merton's environmental vision is a timeless message. It is a message that
is still relevant today, as we face the challenges of climate change,
pollution, and the destruction of the natural world. Merton's vision of a new
culture of the land is a vision that we must strive to achieve if we want to
create a sustainable future for our planet.
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