
The Descendants of Richard Freemantle:
Enduring Legacy of a South African Settler

The 1820 British Settlers

In 1820, the British government sponsored the migration of approximately
5,000 British settlers to the eastern frontier of the Cape Colony in South
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Africa. These settlers played a pivotal role in the development of the region,
establishing new towns, fostering agriculture, and bolstering the British
presence in Southern Africa.
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Richard Freemantle: A Pioneer Among Pioneers

Among the 1820 settlers, Richard Freemantle stands out as a figure of
notable prominence and influence. Born in England in 1795, Freemantle
was a young and ambitious man when he embarked on his journey to
South Africa. He brought with him a keen mind, a strong work ethic, and an
unwavering determination to succeed in his new homeland.

Establishing a New Life in the Cape Colony

Upon arriving in South Africa, Freemantle settled in the Grahamstown area,
which would become a hub for the 1820 settlers. He quickly established
himself as a successful farmer and businessman. Freemantle's
entrepreneurial spirit and leadership qualities soon earned him the respect
and admiration of his fellow settlers.
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Lineage and Descendants

Richard Freemantle married Elizabeth Somerville in 1827, and they had
nine children together. His descendants have spread far and wide, both
within South Africa and beyond. Many of his descendants have made
significant contributions to South African society, serving as judges,
politicians, military officers, and business leaders.

Notable Descendants

Sir Sydney Fremantle (1809-1890): Naval officer who served as
Governor of Western Australia from 1854 to 1868.

Sir John Fremantle (1830-1900): British diplomat and politician who
served as Secretary to the Admiralty from 1885 to 1892.

Colonel Frederick Freemantle (1838-1916): Military officer who
fought in the Anglo-Zulu War and the Second Boer War.

Helen Suzman (1917-2009): Anti-apartheid activist and politician who
served as a member of the South African Parliament from 1953 to
1989.

Dame Hilary Mantel (born 1952): British novelist and Booker Prize
winner, known for her historical fiction, including the "Wolf Hall" trilogy.

Legacy and Impact

The descendants of Richard Freemantle have played a profound role in
shaping the history and culture of South Africa. Their contributions have
been felt in various spheres, including politics, the military, business, and
the arts. The Freemantle family legacy is one of hard work, determination,
and a deep commitment to their adopted homeland.



Preserving the Family Heritage

In recent years, there has been a growing interest among the Freemantle
descendants in preserving their family heritage. The Freemantle Family
History Research Project has been established to collect and document
information about the family's history, including genealogical data, family
stories, and historical documents.

Rediscovering the Past, Embracing the Future

Through the Freemantle Family History Research Project and other
initiatives, the descendants of Richard Freemantle are rediscovering their
past and connecting with their shared history. In ng so, they are not only
preserving their family legacy but also contributing to a broader
understanding of South African history and the role played by the 1820
settlers in the development of the nation.

The story of Richard Freemantle and his descendants is a testament to the
enduring legacy of the 1820 British settlers. Through their hard work,
determination, and contributions to South African society, the Freemantle
family has left an indelible mark on the history and culture of their adopted
homeland. Their story serves as an inspiration to present and future
generations, reminding us of the power of human resilience, family bonds,
and the transformative impact that individuals can have on the world.
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