
The Death of the New York City Opera: A Post-
Mortem and Path Forward for Opera in
America

In 2013, the New York City Opera (NYCO) filed for bankruptcy and closed
its doors after 70 years of operation. The demise of one of the world's
leading opera companies sent shockwaves through the opera world and
raised questions about the future of opera in America.

This article will explore the factors that led to the NYCO's decline,
examining the challenges facing opera companies in the 21st century and
the implications for the future of opera in the United States.
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The NYCO faced a number of challenges in the years leading up to its
closure, including:

Financial mismanagement: The NYCO had a history of financial
mismanagement, including overspending and poor budgeting.

Artistic inconsistency: The NYCO's artistic output had become
increasingly inconsistent in recent years, with some productions
receiving critical acclaim and others being met with negative reviews.

Audience decline: The NYCO's audience had been declining for
several years, due to factors such as the rising cost of tickets and the
increasing popularity of other forms of entertainment.

The Future of Opera in America

The death of the NYCO has raised questions about the future of opera in
America. Some experts believe that the opera world is facing a crisis, while
others believe that opera is simply evolving into a different form.

Challenges Facing Opera Companies

Opera companies in the United States are facing a number of challenges,
including:

Rising costs: The costs of producing opera have been rising steadily
in recent years, due to factors such as the cost of hiring singers,
orchestra musicians, and sets.
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Declining audiences: Opera audiences have been declining for
several years, due to factors such as the rising cost of tickets and the
increasing popularity of other forms of entertainment.

Competition from other forms of entertainment: Opera is facing
increasing competition from other forms of entertainment, such as
Broadway shows, movies, and television shows.

Solutions

There are a number of things that opera companies can do to address the
challenges they face, including:

Improve financial management: Opera companies need to improve
their financial management practices, including budgeting and
spending.

Improve artistic output: Opera companies need to improve the
quality of their artistic output, by investing in new productions and
hiring talented singers and musicians.

Increase audience engagement: Opera companies need to find
ways to increase audience engagement, by offering a variety of ticket
prices, offering educational programs, and reaching out to new
audiences.

Collaborate with other organizations: Opera companies can
collaborate with other organizations, such as schools, universities, and
community centers, to offer opera performances and educational
programs.



The death of the NYCO is a reminder of the challenges facing opera
companies in the 21st century. However, by addressing these challenges,
opera companies can continue to thrive and bring the beauty of opera to
new audiences.

About the Author

John Smith is a freelance writer who has written extensively about opera
and classical music. He has written for a variety of publications, including
Opera News, The New York Times, and The Guardian.
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