
Taha Hussein and the Foundation of
Institutions in Egypt: A Legacy of Educational
and Intellectual Advancements
Taha Hussein, the renowned Egyptian writer, scholar, and intellectual, left
an enduring legacy on Egypt's educational and intellectual landscape. As
the founder of Cairo University and the Egyptian University, Hussein played
a pivotal role in modernizing the education system and fostering
generations of scholars and intellectuals. This article examines Hussein's
vision for education, his efforts to establish these institutions, and the
lasting impact of his contributions to Egypt's cultural and intellectual
development.
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Taha Hussein's Early Life and Education

Taha Hussein was born on November 15, 1889, in the village of Izbet al-
Nakhl in Minya, Upper Egypt. Despite losing his eyesight at the age of
three due to an ophthalmic infection, Hussein's thirst for knowledge drove
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him to pursue an education. With the support of his family and the
encouragement of his local Sheikh, he began his studies at Al-Azhar
University in Cairo at the age of 16.

Hussein's time at Al-Azhar exposed him to traditional Islamic scholarship.
However, his independent spirit and critical thinking led him to question the
established norms of the university. In 1908, he earned a degree in Arabic
literature with honors and continued his studies in Egypt and Europe,
earning doctorates in philosophy and literature from the University of Paris
and the University of Cairo, respectively.
Cairo University and the Egyptian University

Taha Hussein's vision for a modern, secular education system for Egypt
took shape in the establishment of Cairo University in 1908. The university,
modeled after European institutions, aimed to provide students with a
comprehensive education in various fields, including arts, science, and
medicine. Hussein played a key role in shaping the university's curriculum,
faculty, and administrative structure, striving to create an environment that
fostered critical thinking and intellectual inquiry.

In 1925, Hussein founded the Egyptian University as a private institution
dedicated to the study of the humanities and social sciences. The university
provided a platform for scholars and intellectuals to engage in research and
publish their work, contributing to the advancement of knowledge and
understanding of Egypt's history, culture, and society.

Modernization of Education

Taha Hussein's institutions played a pivotal role in modernizing Egypt's
education system. He introduced modern teaching methods, incorporating
scientific inquiry and critical analysis into the curriculum. He also



emphasized the importance of foreign languages, particularly French and
English, as a means of accessing global scholarship and knowledge.

Hussein's efforts to modernize education extended beyond the classroom.
He established libraries, expanded access to books and publications, and
promoted intellectual exchange and dialogue through conferences and
scholarly journals.
Generations of Scholars and Intellectuals

The institutions founded by Taha Hussein became incubators for
generations of scholars and intellectuals. Graduates of Cairo University and
the Egyptian University went on to make significant contributions in various
fields, including literature, history, philosophy, and politics.

Notable figures who emerged from these institutions include the Nobel
laureate Naguib Mahfouz, the historian Abd al-Rahman al-Jabarti, and the
philosopher Zaki Naguib Mahmoud. They carried forward Hussein's legacy
of critical thinking, intellectual inquiry, and commitment to the advancement
of knowledge and society.

Lasting Impact and Legacy

Taha Hussein's contributions to institution building in Egypt have had a
profound and lasting impact on the country's educational and intellectual
landscape. His vision for a modern, secular education system, coupled with
his unwavering commitment to academic excellence, laid the foundation for
generations of scholars and intellectuals to flourish.

The institutions he established continue to be centers of learning and
scholarship, playing a vital role in shaping Egypt's cultural and intellectual
development. As Egypt seeks to navigate the challenges of the 21st



century, the legacy of Taha Hussein serves as a reminder of the importance
of investing in education and fostering critical thinking and intellectual
inquiry.

Taha Hussein's role in shaping Egypt's educational and intellectual
landscape cannot be overstated. Through the establishment of Cairo
University and the Egyptian University, he laid the groundwork for a modern
education system that has produced generations of scholars and
intellectuals. His contributions to institution building have had a profound
and lasting impact on Egypt's cultural and intellectual development,
shaping the minds and empowering the voices of countless individuals who
continue to carry forward his legacy.



All rights reserved © 2023

The Last Nahdawi: Taha Hussein and Institution
Building in Egypt by Hussam R. Ahmed

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 9128 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkM4aHlDWndMS21QZVRKRHZMN1p3QzVjcUl5cHIzeXdOb1BCbWJPM0FVaHdzQUNKSXhiTGJpSmFQUUdpbW4yR3NlQjJLRHI2cTU5eEdJVXRmalNDeG5NVVMrMGZHQUVKTUhcL0xCdmFmTmJCTm1NZjZ6QUdXZUlcL3VDR2Y1Qzd5T3Y3eUlXWnFoZlBRdnliaWNcL2tQRzNxRSt6Y3JCTlZqTUVoeDNWckcrY1ZMeXBwM1p3RW00emhldE1lU2FlTDBYWHg0cUcrVXAwYUtwSDNYV2pwOFVsaUE9PSIsIml2IjoiMzYzNjNlMzJkNGIyZDM1OTA4YmUwZjM3MWVjNTY3MDEiLCJzIjoiNWNiOWI3NGM3NjgyYzdjYSJ9
https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InZtM3hRcEFxR2pjT2JWMm9yZkNUWlQxVHdPYjNCOW83dDhvbCtnMWQyYUZ4Zzl1aTFUd1Z6VlhTMWxcL09xNzBkckg1UTIwaUhQbG9XRVwvYWpRbktHbVlId1hpWFp5OUw4ZFZmVnFIcXpDU0hLNjJTdlZucjFxYjFFTVwvNjdmYXFNaWE2NFdpd0dCXC9haDFtMEtlcllKeEZoUGlrclpZTFQyS3VhaU5YRUV6dGtqcWhzZ1VVdTRjNG0yU1dLeERmUG1MbVZPblJwVjBXTU1CRTI4NUY5YU9RPT0iLCJpdiI6ImMwMzZhOTk2YmZhNGJiZWUwYmFhNzUyYWY0ZjRkOWE3IiwicyI6ImQ5MGFmNGFmOGExZWRlN2YifQ%3D%3D
https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Im9LUTlQTEdCa0VoTzBcLzY0VFwvaXpYd2xKaCtFUkw5K0Y4T2xBY3d2QU05bE5FYXBpN01iT0o0RTR3SklCQ1dqZzh1dHVCM0JQY2tKSU1VQ2h2NjhcL1J5MWJPYkJyMTRqXC9rVnV2cElEbUpJaUhtVVhicFJGeHRDVzZIUEtWT2tKTzBmVkEyNU94QWpFTytONFpsbFNcL2NsYlZRbVZERE03VytEelV3SGVZZFpybkhhNjZMOHp3eWxRMzEwaU4rVDJVZlgrUFFvbXVtTU52NHNwQTZqS0g3dz09IiwiaXYiOiJjZTcwYjI4MzVmN2JiNjU0NmEwZjRkYjMzMjJhNWU2OCIsInMiOiIwNmIyZTFjNDliNmJkY2VjIn0%3D


Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 312 pages

Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...

The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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