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Early Life and Education

Syngman Rhee was born on March 26, 1875, in Pyongan Province, Korea.
His father was a Confucian scholar and his mother was a devout Buddhist.
Rhee showed an early interest in learning and excelled in his studies. He
attended the Presbyterian mission school in Pyongyang and later went on
to study at George Washington University in the United States.
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Political Activism and Independence Movement

Rhee became involved in politics while studying in the United States. He
joined the Korean independence movement and became a vocal advocate
for Korea's liberation from Japanese colonial rule. In 1919, he played a key
role in organizing the March 1st Movement, a nationwide uprising against
Japanese rule. Rhee was arrested and imprisoned for his involvement in
the movement.

After his release from prison, Rhee continued to work for Korea's
independence. He traveled extensively, meeting with world leaders and
rallying support for the Korean cause. In 1919, he established the
Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in Shanghai, China, and
served as its president.

Korean War and Presidency

After the end of World War II, Korea was divided into two zones of
occupation, with the Soviet Union occupying the north and the United
States occupying the south. Rhee returned to Korea in 1945 and became
the first President of South Korea in 1948. He faced a number of
challenges during his presidency, including the Korean War, which began in
1950.

Rhee played a controversial role in the Korean War. He was criticized by
some for his authoritarian rule and for his decision to launch a surprise
attack against North Korea in 1950. However, he is also credited with
leading South Korea to victory in the war and for establishing a strong anti-
communist government.

Legacy



Syngman Rhee died in 1965. He is remembered as a complex and
controversial figure who played a pivotal role in Korea's independence
movement and the establishment of a democratic government. His legacy
is still debated today, but there is no doubt that he was a major force in
Korean history.

Further Reading

Syngman Rhee on Britannica.com

Syngman Rhee on Korea.net

Syngman Rhee on History.com
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