
Survivor of the Métis Sixties Scoop:
Reclaiming a Lost Identity
The Sixties Scoop was a dark chapter in Canadian history, during which
thousands of Indigenous children were forcibly removed from their families
and communities and placed in non-Indigenous foster homes or residential
schools. The Métis, a distinct Indigenous people with a unique culture and
history, were disproportionately affected by this traumatic event.

One survivor of the Sixties Scoop is Mary Jane Thomas, a Métis woman
who was taken from her family at the age of four. She was placed in a
series of foster homes, where she experienced abuse and neglect. Despite
the challenges she faced, Mary Jane never gave up hope of finding her
way back to her Métis community.
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In her late teens, Mary Jane began to search for her birth family. She
eventually found her mother, who had been living in a remote Métis
community in Saskatchewan. Mary Jane was overjoyed to be reunited with
her mother, and she soon began to learn about her Métis culture and
traditions.

Mary Jane's story is a testament to the resilience of the Métis people.
Despite the trauma of the Sixties Scoop, she was able to reclaim her
identity and find her way back to her community. She is now a strong
advocate for Métis rights and reconciliation.

The Métis Sixties Scoop

The Métis Sixties Scoop was a Canadian government policy that resulted in
the removal of thousands of Métis children from their homes and
communities. The policy was in place from the 1960s to the 1980s, and it is
estimated that over 20,000 Métis children were taken from their families
during this time.

The Métis Sixties Scoop was a form of cultural genocide, as it was intended
to assimilate Métis children into non-Indigenous society and erase their
Métis identity. The children who were taken from their homes were often
placed in non-Indigenous foster homes or residential schools, where they
were subjected to abuse, neglect, and cultural discrimination.

The Métis Sixties Scoop had a devastating impact on Métis families and
communities. The children who were taken from their homes lost their
connection to their culture and their families. Many of them developed
mental health problems and addictions, and some even died in the
residential schools.



The Legacy of the Sixties Scoop

The legacy of the Sixties Scoop is still felt today. Many Métis people who
were taken from their homes as children are still struggling to come to
terms with the trauma they experienced. They have lost their connection to
their culture and their families, and they face many challenges in their lives.

The Canadian government has apologized for the Sixties Scoop, and it has
taken steps to address the legacy of this traumatic event. However, much
more needs to be done to support Métis survivors of the Sixties Scoop and
to help them heal from the trauma they experienced.

Mary Jane Thomas: A Survivor's Story

Mary Jane Thomas is a Métis woman who was taken from her family at the
age of four. She was placed in a series of foster homes, where she
experienced abuse and neglect. Despite the challenges she faced, Mary
Jane never gave up hope of finding her way back to her Métis community.

In her late teens, Mary Jane began to search for her birth family. She
eventually found her mother, who had been living in a remote Métis
community in Saskatchewan. Mary Jane was overjoyed to be reunited with
her mother, and she soon began to learn about her Métis culture and
traditions.

Mary Jane's story is a testament to the resilience of the Métis people.
Despite the trauma of the Sixties Scoop, she was able to reclaim her
identity and find her way back to her community. She is now a strong
advocate for Métis rights and reconciliation.

How You Can Help



There are many ways that you can help survivors of the Sixties Scoop.
Here are a few suggestions:

Learn about the Sixties Scoop and its impact on Métis people.

Support organizations that are working to help survivors of the Sixties
Scoop.

Listen to the stories of survivors and share their experiences with
others.

Advocate for policies that support Métis survivors of the Sixties Scoop.

By taking these steps, you can help to raise awareness of the Sixties
Scoop and its legacy, and you can help to support survivors of this
traumatic event.

Resources

Métis National Council: Sixties Scoop

CBC News: Sixties Scoop survivors to receive compensation from
Ottawa

CTV News: Sixties Scoop survivor shares her story of resilience and
healing

Image Credits

Photo of Mary Jane Thomas courtesy of the Métis National Council

Photo of Sixties Scoop survivors meeting with Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau courtesy of CBC News
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