Stone Free: Jimi Hendrix's Meteoric Rise in
London, 1966-1967

Jimi Hendrix's arrival in London in September 1966 marked a pivotal
moment in the history of rock music. The young American guitarist quickly
became a sensation, captivating audiences with his innovative playing style
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and electrifying live performances. During his time in London, Hendrix
recorded some of his most iconic songs, including "Hey Joe," "Purple
Haze," and "All Along the Watchtower." He also forged lasting relationships
with other musical giants, such as Eric Clapton, Brian Jones, and Pete
Townshend.
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Early Days in London

Hendrix arrived in London with his manager, Chas Chandler, in September
1966. They had traveled from New York City, where Hendrix had been
playing in a number of small clubs. Chandler had been impressed by
Hendrix's raw talent and believed that he had the potential to become a
star.

Hendrix quickly found a home in London's vibrant music scene. He began
playing at various clubs, including the Marquee and the UFO Club. His
performances were often chaotic and unpredictable, but they were also
undeniably exciting. Hendrix's unique approach to the guitar, which
combined elements of blues, rock, and psychedelia, captivated audiences.
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The Jimi Hendrix Experience

In October 1966, Hendrix formed the Jimi Hendrix Experience with bassist
Noel Redding and drummer Mitch Mitchell. The trio quickly signed a
recording contract with Track Records and began working on their debut
aloum. The album, "Are You Experienced," was released in May 1967 and
was an instant success. It featured some of Hendrix's most famous songs,
including "Hey Joe," "Purple Haze," and "The Wind Cries Mary."

The Jimi Hendrix Experience quickly became one of the most popular live
bands in the world. Their performances were legendary for their energy and
intensity. Hendrix was a master showman, and he would often use his
guitar to create feedback and otherworldly soundscapes.

Breakthrough Performances

Hendrix's breakthrough performance came at the Monterey Pop Festival in
June 1967. He set the festival on fire with his incendiary performance of
"Wild Thing." The performance was captured on film and became one of
the most iconic moments in rock history.

Hendrix continued to wow audiences with his performances throughout
1967. He headlined the Isle of Wight Festival and played at a number of
other major events. He also made several appearances on television,
including a memorable performance on "The Tonight Show Starring Johnny
Carson."

Legacy

Hendrix's time in London was a period of intense creativity and productivity.
He recorded some of his most iconic songs, formed one of the most
successful bands in history, and became a global superstar. His influence



on rock music is immeasurable, and he is widely considered to be one of
the greatest guitarists of all time.

Hendrix died in London in September 1970, at the age of 27. He had been
working on his fourth album, "First Rays of the New Rising Sun," at the time
of his death. The album was released posthumously and was a critical and
commercial success.

Hendrix's legacy continues to grow today. His music is still played and
enjoyed by millions of people around the world. He is a true icon of rock
music, and his influence can be heard in the music of countless other
artists.

Jimi Hendrix's time in London was a transformative period for the guitarist
and for rock music as a whole. He arrived in London as a relatively
unknown musician, but he quickly became one of the most popular and
influential artists in the world. His innovative playing style and electrifying
live performances captivated audiences, and his songs continue to inspire
and amaze today. Hendrix's legacy is secure as one of the greatest
guitarists of all time, and his music will continue to be enjoyed for
generations to come.
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