
Requiem for College: A Lament for the Decline
of Long-Form Journalism and the Silencing of
Campus Discourse
In his book Requiem for College, author Brian Kellow laments the decline
of long-form journalism on college campuses and the chilling effect it has
on campus discourse.
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Kellow argues that long-form journalism is essential for a healthy
democracy. It allows for a more nuanced and in-depth examination of
complex issues than is possible in shorter formats. It also provides a
platform for voices that might not otherwise be heard.

But on college campuses today, long-form journalism is in decline. Kellow
attributes this to a number of factors, including the rise of social media, the
decline of print media, and the increasing corporatization of higher
education.
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The decline of long-form journalism has had a profound impact on campus
discourse. Kellow argues that it has led to a more polarized and less
informed student body. Students are more likely to get their news from
social media, which is often echo chambers that reinforce their existing
beliefs.

The decline of long-form journalism has also made it more difficult for
students to engage in critical thinking. Long-form journalism requires
readers to slow down and think deeply about the issues at hand. It also
encourages readers to consider multiple perspectives.

Kellow concludes his book with a call for a renewed commitment to long-
form journalism on college campuses. He argues that long-form journalism
is essential for a healthy democracy and that it is the responsibility of
colleges and universities to support it.

The Importance of Long-Form Journalism

Long-form journalism is a type of journalism that is typically longer than
2,500 words. It is often more in-depth and nuanced than shorter formats of
journalism, and it allows for a more thorough examination of complex
issues.

Long-form journalism is important for a number of reasons. First, it allows
for a more in-depth examination of complex issues. Shorter formats of
journalism, such as news articles and blog posts, are often limited in their
ability to provide context and background information. Long-form journalism
can provide a more comprehensive understanding of an issue, and it can
help readers to make more informed decisions.



Second, long-form journalism provides a platform for voices that might not
otherwise be heard. Shorter formats of journalism often focus on the most
sensational or controversial aspects of a story, and they may not give equal
time to all sides of an issue. Long-form journalism can provide a more
nuanced and balanced perspective, and it can help to give a voice to those
who are often marginalized.

Third, long-form journalism encourages critical thinking. Shorter formats of
journalism often provide readers with a ready-made interpretation of the
news. Long-form journalism, on the other hand, requires readers to slow
down and think deeply about the issues at hand. It also encourages
readers to consider multiple perspectives, and it can help to foster a more
nuanced understanding of the world.

The Decline of Long-Form Journalism on College Campuses

Long-form journalism is in decline on college campuses for a number of
reasons. First, the rise of social media has led to a decline in the
consumption of traditional print media. Social media is often a more
convenient and手軽な way to get news, and it can be more tailored to
individual interests.

Second, the decline of print media has led to a decline in the number of
jobs for long-form journalists. Many newspapers and magazines have
downsized or closed in recent years, and this has made it more difficult for
long-form journalists to find work.

Third, the increasing corporatization of higher education has led to a
decline in the support for long-form journalism on college campuses.
Colleges and universities are increasingly focused on generating revenue,



and they are less likely to support programs that are not seen as directly
contributing to .

The Impact of the Decline of Long-Form Journalism on Campus
Discourse

The decline of long-form journalism on college campuses has had a
profound impact on campus discourse. First, it has led to a more polarized
and less informed student body. Students are more likely to get their news
from social media, which is often echo chambers that reinforce their
existing beliefs.

Second, the decline of long-form journalism has made it more difficult for
students to engage in critical thinking. Long-form journalism requires
readers to slow down and think deeply about the issues at hand. It also
encourages readers to consider multiple perspectives, and it can help to
foster a more nuanced understanding of the world.

Third, the decline of long-form journalism has made it more difficult for
students to have their voices heard. Long-form journalism provides a
platform for voices that might not otherwise be heard. But with the decline
of long-form journalism, students are less likely to have the opportunity to
share their stories and perspectives.

A Call for a Renewed Commitment to Long-Form Journalism on
College Campuses

Kellow concludes his book with a call for a renewed commitment to long-
form journalism on college campuses. He argues that long-form journalism
is essential for a healthy democracy and that it is the responsibility of
colleges and universities to support it.



There are a number of ways that colleges and universities can support
long-form journalism. One way is to provide financial support to student
newspapers and magazines. Another way is to create more opportunities
for students to learn about and practice long-form journalism. Finally,
colleges and universities can create a more supportive environment for
long-form journalism by encouraging faculty to write and publish long-form
articles and by creating a culture of open and respectful dialogue.

Long-form journalism is a vital part of a healthy democracy. It provides a
platform for voices that might not otherwise be heard, and it encourages
critical thinking. The decline of long-form journalism on college campuses is
a serious problem, and it is one that we must address if we want to have a
healthy and informed society.
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