
Pilgrims of the Wild: Voyageur Classics 17 An
Epic Journey Through the Heart of North
America
Prepare to embark on an epic journey through the heart of North America in
the footsteps of the voyageurs, the intrepid explorers and fur traders who
navigated the vast wilderness of the continent in the 18th and 19th
centuries. Pilgrims of the Wild: Voyageur Classics 17, written by acclaimed
author and historian David Thompson, offers a captivating and immersive
experience that transports you back in time to a world of adventure,
hardship, and discovery.
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The Intrepid Voyageurs

The voyageurs were a unique breed of men, hailing from diverse
backgrounds and cultures. They were skilled paddlers, hunters, and
trappers, and their lives were intimately intertwined with the rhythms of the
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North American wilderness. Pilgrims of the Wild introduces us to some of
these remarkable individuals, including Toussaint Charbonneau, the
French-Canadian guide who accompanied Lewis and Clark on their historic
expedition, and François Antoine Larocque, a fur trader and explorer who
left behind a fascinating journal detailing his experiences in the Oregon
Country.

Captain Jacques Cartier discovers the St. Lawrence River in 1534.

The Fur Trade and Exploration

The fur trade was a driving force behind the exploration of North America,
and the voyageurs played a pivotal role in this economic endeavor. They
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transported furs from remote outposts to trading centers, traversing vast
distances and facing countless hazards along the way. Pilgrims of the Wild
provides a fascinating glimpse into the inner workings of the fur trade,
revealing the complex relationships between Native American tribes,
European merchants, and the voyageurs themselves.

In addition to their role in the fur trade, the voyageurs were also
instrumental in the exploration of North America. They guided expeditions
led by famous explorers such as Alexander Mackenzie, David Thompson,
and Simon Fraser. Their intimate knowledge of the land and its waterways
proved invaluable in charting the vast territories of the continent.



Map of North America showing the routes of famous voyageurs.

Life on the Frontier

Life on the frontier was harsh and unforgiving, and the voyageurs faced
countless challenges on their journeys. They battled extreme weather
conditions, treacherous rapids, and hostile wildlife. Disease and starvation
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were constant threats, and encounters with hostile Native American tribes
were not uncommon. Pilgrims of the Wild vividly portrays the hardships
endured by these intrepid adventurers, highlighting their resilience and
determination.

Despite the challenges they faced, the voyageurs also experienced
moments of great beauty and wonder. They witnessed the pristine
wilderness of North America, marveling at its towering mountains, sparkling
rivers, and abundant wildlife. They forged deep connections with the Native
American tribes they encountered, sharing knowledge and customs.

Voyageurs sitting around a campfire, sharing stories and songs.

A Timeless Legacy
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The legacy of the voyageurs continues to inspire and captivate people
today. Their epic journeys through the heart of North America symbolize the
indomitable spirit of exploration and the profound connection between
humans and the natural world. Pilgrims of the Wild: Voyageur Classics 17
is a timeless classic that brings the stories of these legendary figures to life,
offering a captivating and immersive experience that will leave you
breathless.

Whether you are a history buff, an outdoor enthusiast, or simply someone
who appreciates a great adventure story, Pilgrims of the Wild is a must-
read. It is a testament to the courage, resilience, and determination of the
voyageurs, and a poignant reminder of the pristine wilderness that was
once the heart of North America.

Additional Resources

Voyageurs National Park Association

Voyageur National Historic Site

Pilgrims of the Wild: Voyageur Classics 17 on Amazon
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...

The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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