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Nadine Mackenzie's Once We Lived is a haunting and unforgettable literary
masterpiece that explores the complexities of love, loss, and the enduring
power of the human spirit. Set against the backdrop of World War II, the
novel tells the story of three women whose lives are intertwined in the
aftermath of the war.

Grace, a young woman from England, falls in love with Tom, a Canadian
soldier, during the war. They marry and have a child together, but their
happiness is short-lived. Tom is killed in battle, and Grace is left alone to
raise their son. She eventually remarries, but her heart never truly heals
from the loss of her first love.

Evelyn, a nurse from Canada, meets Tom while he is recovering from his
injuries. She falls in love with him, but knows that he is already married.
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She is forced to watch as he returns to his wife and family, and she is left
with only her memories of him.

Anna, a young girl from Poland, is orphaned during the war. She is taken in
by a kind family who helps her to rebuild her life. She eventually marries
and has a family of her own, but she never forgets the horrors that she
witnessed during the war.

The lives of these three women are intertwined in unexpected ways. They
are all connected by their experiences during the war, and they all share a
deep longing for love and happiness. Once We Lived is a beautifully written
novel that explores the complex and often contradictory emotions of the
human heart. It is a story about love, loss, resilience, and the enduring
power of the human spirit.

Characters

The characters in Once We Lived are complex and well-developed. They
are all flawed and make mistakes, but they are also capable of great love
and compassion.

Grace is a strong and independent woman who has faced many
challenges in her life. She is a loving mother and wife, but she is also
haunted by the loss of her first love.

Evelyn is a kind and compassionate woman who has always put
others before herself. She is deeply in love with Tom, but she knows
that she can never have him.

Anna is a young woman who has experienced great tragedy in her life.
She is a survivor who has learned to find joy in the simple things in life.



Themes

Once We Lived explores a number of important themes, including:

Love and loss: The novel explores the different ways that people
experience love and loss. It shows that love can be both a source of
great joy and great pain.

Resilience: The characters in Once We Lived face many challenges in
their lives, but they all find ways to overcome them. The novel shows
that the human spirit is capable of great resilience.

The enduring power of the human spirit: Even in the darkest of
times, the human spirit can find a way to shine through. Once We
Lived is a celebration of the human spirit and its ability to endure.

Why Read Once We Lived?

Once We Lived is a beautifully written novel that will stay with you long
after you finish reading it. It is a story about love, loss, resilience, and the
enduring power of the human spirit. I highly recommend it to anyone who
enjoys literary fiction.

About the Author

Nadine Mackenzie is a Canadian author who has written over 20 books.
She is known for her lyrical prose and her insightful exploration of human
relationships. Once We Lived is her most acclaimed novel, and it has been
translated into over 20 languages.
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