
Onassis: An Extravagant Life by Frank Brady -
A Comprehensive Review
Aristotle Onassis, the legendary Greek shipping magnate, lived an
extraordinary life marked by opulence, power, and controversy. His rise
from humble beginnings to the pinnacle of wealth and influence has
captivated the imagination of people worldwide. In his highly acclaimed
biography, 'Onassis: An Extravagant Life,' Frank Brady offers an in-depth
exploration of Onassis's enigmatic personality, exploring the driving forces
behind his meteoric ascent and the complexities of his personal life.

Early Life and Ambitious Beginnings

Aristotle Socrates Onassis was born on January 20, 1906, in the small
town of Smyrna, Turkey. His parents, Socrates and Penelope Onassis, ran
a successful tobacco business. However, their fortune was wiped out by
the Great Fire of Smyrna in 1922, forcing the young Onassis to flee to
Greece with his family.
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Undeterred by adversity, Onassis embarked on a journey to rebuild his life.
He began trading tobacco and worked his way up the ranks of the shipping
industry. By the late 1930s, he had established his own shipping company,
which would become the foundation of his vast fortune.

Building a Business Empire

During World War II, Onassis's shrewd business acumen proved
invaluable. He transported vital supplies for the Allies, amassing immense
wealth and influence. In the postwar years, he continued to expand his
empire, acquiring stakes in oil refineries, real estate, and other industries.

Onassis's business practices were often controversial. He was accused of
being ruthlessly ambitious and engaging in unscrupulous tactics to gain an
advantage. However, there is no denying the extent of his business
achievements. By the early 1960s, he had become one of the richest and
most powerful men in the world.

Lavish Lifestyle and Celebrity Marriages

Aristotle Onassis's extravagant lifestyle was as infamous as his business
acumen. He owned a fleet of luxury yachts, including the legendary
'Christina,' which hosted lavish parties with A-list celebrities and royalty.

Onassis's personal life was equally newsworthy. He married his first wife,
Athina Livanos, in 1946. After her tragic death in an airplane crash, he
became involved in a high-profile relationship with renowned opera singer
Maria Callas. In 1968, he made headlines worldwide by marrying
Jacqueline Kennedy, the widow of President John F. Kennedy.

Tragedy and Legacy



Despite his wealth and success, Aristotle Onassis's life was not without its
share of tragedy. His son, Alexander, died in a plane crash in 1973, a
devastating blow from which Onassis never fully recovered. His relationship
with Maria Callas ended in heartbreak, and his marriage to Jacqueline
Kennedy was short-lived.

Aristotle Onassis died in Paris on March 15, 1975, at the age of 69. He left
behind a complex legacy of business brilliance, personal extravagance,
and enduring controversy. His story continues to fascinate and intrigue
people to this day.

Frank Brady's 'Onassis: An Extravagant Life'

Frank Brady's biography, 'Onassis: An Extravagant Life,' is considered the
definitive account of Aristotle Onassis's life and career. Brady meticulously
researched his subject, drawing on interviews with Onassis's family,
friends, and associates. The result is a nuanced and comprehensive
portrait of a man who defied easy categorization.

Brady explores Onassis's motivations and insecurities, providing insights
into his relentless drive for success and his complex personal relationships.
The book delves into the scandals and controversies that surrounded
Onassis's life, offering a balanced assessment of his legacy.

Aristotle Onassis's life and career were a testament to the indomitable
human spirit. His rise from humble beginnings to extraordinary wealth and
influence is an inspiring tale of determination and ambition. However, his
story is also a cautionary tale about the potential pitfalls of excessive
wealth and the pursuit of power at all costs.



Frank Brady's 'Onassis: An Extravagant Life' is an essential read for
anyone interested in the fascinating world of Aristotle Onassis and the
complex tapestry of his life. Brady's insightful analysis and engaging writing
style bring Onassis's story to life, offering a captivating exploration of one of
the most enigmatic figures of the 20th century.
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