
Never Alone: Prison Politics, Mass
Incarceration, and the Resilience of
Indigenous Peoples
In the annals of American history, the plight of Indigenous peoples has
been marked by a tragic litany of injustices, including forced removal from
their ancestral lands, genocide, and cultural assimilation.
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In recent decades, mass incarceration has emerged as a new and insidious
threat to Native American communities, with Indigenous peoples
disproportionately represented in the criminal justice system.

This article will explore the complex interplay between prison politics,
incarceration, and the plight of Indigenous peoples in the United States.
Through personal narratives, historical analysis, and a critical examination
of the criminal justice system, we will shed light on the systemic injustices
and human toll of mass incarceration on Native American communities.
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The Historical Context of Mass Incarceration and Indigenous Peoples

The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world, with over
2 million people behind bars. This explosion in the prison population has
been driven by a number of factors, including the War on Drugs, harsh
sentencing laws, and the expansion of the prison industrial complex.

Native Americans have been disproportionately impacted by mass
incarceration. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, American
Indians and Alaska Natives are incarcerated at a rate that is more than
twice the national average.

There are a number of factors that contribute to the high incarceration rate
among Indigenous peoples, including:

Poverty and unemployment

Lack of access to education and healthcare

Historical trauma and intergenerational poverty

Racial profiling and discrimination by law enforcement

These factors create a cycle of poverty and crime that can be difficult to
break. Indigenous peoples are more likely to be arrested and convicted for
crimes, and they are more likely to receive longer sentences than non-
Indigenous people.

The Impact of Mass Incarceration on Native American Communities

Mass incarceration has had a devastating impact on Native American
communities. It has led to the loss of family and community members, the



destruction of cultural identity, and the perpetuation of intergenerational
trauma.

Children of incarcerated parents are more likely to experience poverty,
neglect, and abuse. They are also more likely to drop out of school, engage
in criminal activity, and become incarcerated themselves.

The loss of cultural identity is another significant impact of mass
incarceration on Native American communities. Incarcerated individuals are
often cut off from their cultural practices and traditions, which can lead to a
sense of alienation and loss.

Finally, mass incarceration has contributed to the perpetuation of
intergenerational trauma among Indigenous peoples. Trauma is passed
down from generation to generation, and it can manifest in a variety of
ways, including substance abuse, violence, and mental health problems.

Resistance and Resilience

Despite the challenges they face, Indigenous peoples have shown
remarkable resilience in the face of mass incarceration. They have fought
for their rights, advocated for policy change, and created programs to
support incarcerated individuals and their families.

One of the most important ways that Indigenous peoples have resisted
mass incarceration is by organizing and advocating for change. In the
1960s and 1970s, Native American activists played a leading role in the
American Indian Movement (AIM),which fought for civil rights and self-
determination for Indigenous peoples.



In recent years, Indigenous activists have continued to fight against mass
incarceration. They have lobbied for policy changes, such as sentencing
reform and the elimination of mandatory minimums. They have also
created programs to support incarcerated individuals and their families.

One of the most important programs for supporting incarcerated Indigenous
individuals is the Native American Prisoner Res
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...
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The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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