
Magic With the Monge Shuffle: An In-Depth
Guide to a Remarkable Card Trick
Prepare to be captivated by the Monge Shuffle, a magical card trick that
seamlessly blends mathematical principles and dexterous hand
movements. This illusion has been mesmerizing audiences for centuries,
and now you can uncover its secrets and learn how to perform it like a
seasoned magician.
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The History and Science Behind the Monge Shuffle

The Monge Shuffle, named after the French mathematician Gaspard
Monge, is based on a mathematical concept known as the derangement of
a permutation. A derangement is a permutation of a set of elements in
which no element appears in its original position. For example, in a deck of
52 cards, there are 52! (52 factorial) possible permutations, but only
22,579,247 of them are derangements.
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The Monge Shuffle utilizes this mathematical principle to create an illusion
where the magician appears to shuffle a deck of cards multiple times but
ultimately restores it to its original order.

Step-by-Step Guide to Performing the Monge Shuffle

Materials:

A standard deck of 52 playing cards

Instructions:

1. Initial Setup: Start with the deck in its original order, with the Ace of
Spades on top and the Two of Clubs on the bottom.

2. First Shuffle: Cut the deck approximately in half, ensuring that the top
half is larger than the bottom half. Take the bottom half and place it on
top of the top half, creating a new pile.

3. Second Shuffle: Cut the new pile again, this time making sure that the
top half is smaller than the bottom half. Place the bottom half on top of
the top half, creating another new pile.

4. Third Shuffle: Perform the same cut and stack procedure as in Step
3, ensuring that the top half is larger than the bottom half.

5. The Monge Shuffle: Execute a very specific series of cuts and stacks,
known as the Monge Shuffle, that depend on the number of cards in
the deck. For a standard 52-card deck, the Monge Shuffle consists of
the following sequence:

Cut at 31

Cut at 17



Cut at 10

Cut at 6

Cut at 4

Cut at 3

Cut at 2

Cut at 1

Final Reveal: After completing the Monge Shuffle, spread the cards
face up on a table. They will be restored to their original order, with the Ace
of Spades on top and the Two of Clubs on the bottom.

Tips for Success

Mastering the Monge Shuffle requires practice and attention to detail. Here
are some tips to enhance your performance:

Keep the Cards Aligned: Ensure that the cards are perfectly aligned
when you cut and stack them. This will prevent any inconsistencies
that could ruin the illusion.

Cut Accurately: Practice cutting the deck precisely at the specified
number of cards. Inaccurate cuts can disrupt the mathematical
sequence of the shuffle.

Control the Top and Bottom Cards: Keep track of the top and
bottom cards throughout the shuffle. This will help you maintain the
deck's original order.

Practice, Practice, Practice: The key to mastering the Monge Shuffle
is repetition. Practice regularly to develop the necessary dexterity and



memorization skills.

Variations and Adaptations

The Monge Shuffle has inspired numerous variations and adaptations over
the years. Some popular variations include:

McLeod's Monge Shuffle: A simplified version that uses only three
shuffles instead of the traditional six.

Scarne's Monge Shuffle: A more challenging variation that involves
shuffling the deck face down and memorizing the location of specific
cards.

Mental Monge Shuffle: A variant where the magician performs the
shuffle entirely in their mind, without touching the cards.

The Monge Shuffle is a remarkable card trick that combines mathematical
principles, skillful hand movements, and a touch of showmanship. By
following the detailed instructions and practicing diligently, you can master
this illusion and amaze your audience with an unforgettable performance.
From casual gatherings to professional stage shows, the Monge Shuffle is
a versatile trick that will leave a lasting impression on all who witness it.

Recommended Resources:

Monge Shuffle Tutorial by Chris Ramsay

The Monge Shuffle by Joshua Jay

Monge Shuffle by Vanishing Inc. Magic
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