
Mackenzie King's Efficacious Mission to Avert
a Second World War: An Exploration of
Canadian Diplomacy and International
Relations
The dark clouds of war loomed ominously over Europe in the mid-1930s.
As tensions escalated and the threat of a second global conflict grew
increasingly apparent, world leaders sought diplomatic solutions to avert
the impending catastrophe. Among them was Canadian Prime Minister
William Lyon Mackenzie King, a resolute advocate for peace and
international cooperation. King embarked on a critical mission to Europe in
1937, aiming to mediate and prevent the outbreak of a devastating war.

Diplomatic Overture: King's Arrival in Europe

Prime Minister King set out for Europe in June 1937, carrying the hopes of
Canadians and countless others who yearned for peace. His mission was
ambitious, yet imperative: to persuade European leaders to find a peaceful
resolution to their mounting grievances. King's reputation as a seasoned
diplomat and his commitment to international cooperation preceded him,
earning him the respect and attention of world leaders.
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Upon his arrival in London, England, King met with British Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain and Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden. King presented
his vision of a peaceful and cooperative Europe, urging them to prioritize
diplomacy over confrontation. He argued that collective security, through
international organizations like the League of Nations, was essential to
prevent war.

Mission to Germany: Conversing with Hitler

From London, King proceeded to Berlin, Germany, the epicenter of growing
tensions in Europe. He met with Adolf Hitler, the enigmatic and polarizing
leader of Nazi Germany. King's aim was to understand Hitler's perspective,
to ascertain his intentions, and, if possible, to persuade him to pursue
peaceful solutions.

Despite the stark ideological differences between them, King engaged
Hitler in frank and respectful discussions. He listened attentively to Hitler's
grievances and argued that war would only bring devastation and suffering.
King emphasized the virtues of negotiation, compromise, and the
importance of upholding international agreements.

While King failed to sway Hitler from his aggressive ambitions, his visit
opened a channel of communication and allowed for a firsthand
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assessment of the Nazi regime. King's diplomatic efforts helped to clarify
the situation in Europe and informed his subsequent actions.

Mediation in France: Bridging the Diplomatic Divide

From Germany, King traveled to France, a country deeply concerned about
Hitler's expansionist designs. He met with French Prime Minister Léon
Blum and other French officials to discuss their concerns and to explore
potential diplomatic solutions. King emphasized the need for France to
maintain strong diplomatic ties with Britain and other European nations to
counter German aggression.

In Paris, King also played a crucial role in mediating a dispute between
France and Italy over the status of the Mediterranean island of Corsica.
Through skillful diplomacy, King helped resolve the conflict, demonstrating
his ability to navigate complex diplomatic challenges.

Unveiling Canada's Role in International Affairs

King's mission to Europe not only sought to prevent war but also aimed to
enhance Canada's diplomatic standing. By engaging directly with European
leaders, King asserted Canada's place on the world stage and showcased
its commitment to global peace. King's presence at the heart of European
diplomacy during a time of crisis conveyed Canada's willingness and ability
to contribute to international affairs.

Through his diplomatic efforts, King helped shape perceptions of Canada
as a responsible and influential nation. His mission laid the groundwork for
Canada's future engagement in international organizations, including the
United Nations.



Assessing the Mission's Impact: Hindsight and Legacy

Prime Minister King's mission to Europe in 1937, though ultimately unable
to avert the outbreak of World War II, played a significant role in shaping
the course of events. His diplomatic efforts helped to clarify the positions of
key European players, expose the complexities of the brewing conflict, and
demonstrate Canada's commitment to international cooperation.

While war did eventually erupt in Europe in 1939, King's mission
contributed to a better understanding of the underlying causes and the
challenges of maintaining peace. His efforts helped to lay the foundation for
Canada's role in the post-war world, including its involvement in the United
Nations.

In the long run, King's mission to Europe served as a testament to the
importance of diplomacy and the pursuit of peaceful solutions to
international conflicts. His legacy as a peacemaker and internationalist left
a lasting mark on Canadian foreign policy and continues to inspire efforts to
build a more just and peaceful world.

Mackenzie King's 1937 mission to Europe was an audacious diplomatic
endeavor undertaken at a critical juncture in international relations. Aiming
to prevent the outbreak of a second global war, King engaged directly with
European leaders, seeking common ground and advocating for peaceful
solutions.

While war ultimately came to Europe, King's mission helped to clarify the
diplomatic landscape, expose the complexities of the conflict, and
demonstrate Canada's commitment to international cooperation. His efforts
contributed to the understanding of the underlying causes of war and



influenced Canada's role in the post-war world. Mackenzie King's legacy as
a peacemaker and internationalist continues to inspire future generations to
strive for a more just and peaceful world.

Four Days in Hitler’s Germany: Mackenzie King’s
Mission to Avert a Second World War: MacKenzie
King's Mission to Avert a Second World War
by Robert Teigrob

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 27442 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 302 pages

Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
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