How The 1958 NFL Championship Changed
Football Forever

The 1958 NFL Championship Game between the New York Giants and
Baltimore Colts is considered one of the greatest games in NFL history.
The game was a back-and-forth affair that saw the Giants come out on top
23-17 in overtime. The game is significant for a number of reasons,
including the fact that it was the first NFL Championship Game to be played
in overtime. It also helped to popularize the forward pass and the use of the
running back as a primary ball carrier.

The Game

The 1958 NFL Championship Game was played on December 28, 1958, at
Yankee Stadium in New York City. The Giants were the Eastern
Conference champions, while the Colts were the Western Conference
champions. The game was a close contest from the start, with neither team
able to gain a significant lead. The Giants took a 10-0 lead in the first
quarter, but the Colts came back to tie the game in the second quarter. The
Giants regained the lead in the third quarter, but the Colts tied the game
again in the fourth quarter. The game went into overtime, and the Giants
won the game on a field goal by Frank Gifford.
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The Impact

The 1958 NFL Championship Game had a significant impact on the game
of football. The game helped to popularize the forward pass and the use of
the running back as a primary ball carrier. Prior to the 1950s, the forward
pass was not a major part of the game of football. However, the success of
the Colts' passing attack in the 1958 NFL Championship Game helped to
change that. The game also helped to establish the running back as a
primary ball carrier. Prior to the 1950s, the running back was primarily used
as a blocker. However, the success of the Giants' running back, Frank
Gifford, in the 1958 NFL Championship Game helped to change that.

The Legacy

The 1958 NFL Championship Game is considered one of the greatest
games in NFL history. The game is significant for a number of reasons,
including the fact that it was the first NFL Championship Game to be played
in overtime. It also helped to popularize the forward pass and the use of the
running back as a primary ball carrier. The game's legacy continues to this
day, as it is still considered one of the most important games in NFL history.
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