
Hans Blumenberg's Reader: Signals, Transfer,
and the Philosophical Enterprise
Hans Blumenberg's concept of the reader as a signal transfer device is a
provocative and insightful contribution to the philosophy of language and
communication. In his book The Legitimacy of the Modern Age,
Blumenberg argues that the reader is not simply a passive recipient of
information but an active participant in the process of meaning-making. The
reader, in Blumenberg's view, is a "signal transfer device" that transforms
the signals of the text into meaningful information. This process of signal
transfer is not a straightforward or mechanical process, but rather a
complex and multifaceted activity that involves the reader's own
knowledge, beliefs, and experiences.
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Blumenberg's concept of the reader as a signal transfer device is based on
the idea that language is a system of signals that are transmitted from one
person to another. These signals can be in the form of words, images, or
other symbols. When a reader encounters a text, they decode these
signals and transform them into meaningful information. This process of
decoding is not a passive or mechanical process, but rather an active and
creative process that involves the reader's own knowledge, beliefs, and
experiences.

The reader's knowledge, beliefs, and experiences play a significant role in
the process of signal transfer. The reader's knowledge of the language and
the subject matter of the text will help them to decode the signals and
understand the meaning of the text. The reader's beliefs and experiences
will also shape their interpretation of the text. For example, a reader who
has experienced a particular event may interpret a text about that event
differently than a reader who has not experienced that event.

The Philosophical Enterprise and the Transmission of Knowledge

Blumenberg's concept of the reader as a signal transfer device has
important implications for the philosophical enterprise and the transmission
of knowledge. If the reader is not simply a passive recipient of information
but an active participant in the process of meaning-making, then it follows
that the philosopher cannot simply transmit his or her ideas to the reader in
a straightforward or mechanical way. The philosopher must take into
account the fact that the reader will decode and interpret the signals of the
text in their own way. This means that the philosopher must carefully
consider the language and the structure of the text in order to ensure that
the reader is able to understand the intended meaning.



The transmission of knowledge is not a simple or straightforward process. It
is a complex and multifaceted activity that involves the active participation
of both the writer and the reader. The writer must carefully consider the
language and the structure of the text in order to ensure that the reader is
able to understand the intended meaning. The reader must also be actively
engaged in the process of decoding and interpreting the signals of the text.
Only through this active engagement can the reader truly understand the
meaning of the text and acquire the knowledge that it contains.

Hans Blumenberg's concept of the reader as a signal transfer device is a
valuable contribution to the philosophy of language and communication.
This concept highlights the active role that the reader plays in the process
of meaning-making and the transmission of knowledge. It also challenges
the traditional view of the reader as a passive recipient of information. By
understanding the reader as a signal transfer device, we can better
understand the complex and multifaceted process of communication and
the transmission of knowledge.
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