
Gifted Memoire: A Comprehensive Review of
Todd Kliman's Groundbreaking Account of
Gifted Children and Their Families
Todd Kliman's "Gifted Memoire" is a seminal work in the field of gifted
education, providing a deeply personal and thought-provoking exploration
of the complex relationship between parents and gifted children. Through a
series of poignant and insightful essays, Kliman delves into the challenges,
triumphs, and heartbreaks that define the lives of both gifted individuals
and their families.
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Key Themes

"Gifted Memoire" explores a wide range of themes related to giftedness,
including:

The nature of giftedness: Kliman challenges traditional definitions of
giftedness, arguing that it is a complex and multifaceted construct that
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encompasses both intellectual ability and non-cognitive traits.

The challenges of parenting gifted children: Parents of gifted
children face unique challenges, such as navigating educational
systems that may not be equipped to meet their children's needs,
managing social and emotional development, and fostering a sense of
self-esteem.

The importance of support: Gifted children often benefit from
specialized support systems, such as gifted programs, mentorship
opportunities, and peer groups. Kliman emphasizes the role of parents,
educators, and community members in providing this support.

The impact of giftedness on family relationships: Giftedness can
have a profound impact on family relationships, leading to feelings of
isolation, resentment, or envy. Kliman explores the ways in which
families can navigate these challenges and foster healthy
relationships.

Strengths of the Book

"Gifted Memoire" has received widespread praise for its many strengths,
including:

Personal and relatable: Kliman's writing is deeply personal and
relatable, providing readers with a firsthand account of the joys and
challenges of raising a gifted child.

Thought-provoking: The book raises important questions about the
nature of giftedness, the role of education, and the impact of society on
gifted individuals.



Well-researched: Kliman draws upon research and case studies to
support his arguments and provide a comprehensive overview of the
field of gifted education.

Practical advice: The book includes practical advice for parents,
educators, and other professionals who work with gifted children.

Criticisms of the Book

While "Gifted Memoire" is widely considered a valuable contribution to the
field of gifted education, it has also received some criticism:

Biased perspective: Some critics argue that Kliman's perspective is
biased towards intellectually gifted children and does not adequately
address the needs of gifted children with other types of giftedness.

Overemphasis on challenges: The book focuses heavily on the
challenges of parenting gifted children, which some readers may find
overwhelming or disheartening.

Lack of diversity: The book primarily focuses on the experiences of
white, middle-class families, and does not adequately address the
unique challenges faced by gifted children from diverse backgrounds.

Lasting Significance

Despite its limitations, "Gifted Memoire" remains a highly influential work in
the field of gifted education. The book has helped to raise awareness of the
challenges and strengths of gifted children and their families, and it has
inspired educators and policymakers to develop more effective support
systems for this unique population. Kliman's personal and thought-



provoking account continues to resonate with readers, providing a valuable
resource for anyone interested in the complex world of giftedness.

Todd Kliman's "Gifted Memoire" is a must-read for anyone interested in the
complexities of giftedness and its impact on individuals and families. While
the book has its limitations, its strengths far outweigh its criticisms, making
it a groundbreaking and enduring contribution to the field of gifted
education. Kliman's personal and thought-provoking account provides a
valuable resource for parents, educators, and anyone else who seeks to
better understand the unique challenges and opportunities of gifted
children.
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