
Frank Ramsey's Sheer Excess of Powers
Frank Ramsey was a British philosopher and mathematician who lived from
1903 to 1930. He made significant contributions to a wide range of fields,
including philosophy of mind, philosophy of language, and decision theory.
In his short but influential career, Ramsey also developed a theory of power
that has been influential in political theory and international relations.
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Ramsey's theory of power is based on the idea that power is a capacity to
bring about change. He argues that power is not simply a matter of having
the ability to do something, but also of having the ability to prevent others
from ng something. In other words, power is a relational concept that
involves both the ability to act and the ability to control the actions of
others.

Ramsey's theory of power is also based on the idea that power is
inherently excessive. He argues that power always exceeds the needs of
the individual or group that possesses it. This excess is a necessary

FREE

https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkZLcGZ0UjlUXC8zRlNHV0k5eThoOWhTNE1RcGRVUlU2YW5LdnB3VXJVVGJvVGk0N2dYaU1cL0JlQzVhK2w4RWt6eUk2cWpOeDZlbWxvaXFOMThTZVJPVkxwdFlHQW0xSSs1QUc0NkVOb3lDYWRZYkFLTjVrQ25iYm1ocUF4WXAwQXBNTjdadjIxeDJEVFdJSzlzMkZtcVl1dXFrOUhjOTFHSFwvN0ViNjFqS1ZZRUp1RzBEZTZBaG9JWkVQVUxiS2t5VCIsIml2IjoiYjFjNDA1YzgyODVhZWVhYmMwZTRlNGNjNjc0OTNjMTAiLCJzIjoiNjk1MGUyMjUxMzBkZmQyOSJ9
https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InYwOUdtM2ZmTDlRSVM5c2ZtQllZUm9DTlZ5WHZUclVXdXhrSWhHV0x5T1NvZFFuM1gwdUp3dDNVckMzRWd6R3hqNVlOTUhxc3RSQ3JhQlpJWGlrNGdDMnNlaXFmNW9MOGEyQ0JBeDFJTVdzMlJTemdxSmg3S0d5OCs2dHhHREo5XC9iblJ4aTZXWXhENlFXZFFUcFdrNTQ2QnFTZDMwTWZDdlZzXC9NZUpRRGh0ZEVFY1lUYlJicjRNcWVEdk54dWFhIiwiaXYiOiI0OTdhMjE5NGZhMDk0MDFjMDQ4ZTM3Y2RkYWM3M2U1MSIsInMiOiI1ZmJkNGVmOTdkNDIxMTcyIn0%3D
https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjVvNXM0ekJsbWhDSGtJWGRGNUVwbWRCVkNJMzc1bzdFbkRzbGtPYnJBYVBCUTFYQ0lYWnJBMUZxbk9hQlBRdDAzZnoxNGJVUGVPUGF1QndqeTlkeFFRcWR1YlRVMmc2ZGMrREtJcHdIblVwcFhHamR0cjBLcFBmbkZQU0tyd2NLNnNJdHNmTWc1YjdEME1OdFB0K2hFTFJNMXpkdzV1bXUyXC9HdUdlQ3JSNnBMSkdaanJkNjNtMHEwRkxXYmJNOXQiLCJpdiI6ImVkODUxM2M4NGJjY2Y4NmM5NTM5NDA2MGEwYzNlMzNiIiwicyI6ImU2NThlZWQ5ZDk3NTdkZjYifQ%3D%3D


condition for the exercise of power, as it allows the powerful to impose their
will on others even when those others do not consent.

In this essay, I will explore Ramsey's theory of power in more detail. I will
begin by examining Ramsey's argument that power is inherently excessive.
I will then discuss the implications of Ramsey's theory for political theory
and international relations.

Ramsey's Argument for the Sheer Excess of Powers

Ramsey argues that power is inherently excessive because it is always
possible to use power to achieve more than one's needs. For example, a
person with the power to kill another person could use that power to kill
someone who poses no threat to them. In other words, power is always
capable of being used for unnecessary or even harmful purposes.

Ramsey also argues that the excess of power is a necessary condition for
its exercise. He argues that if power were not excessive, then it would be
impossible to use it to impose one's will on others. For example, if a person
had only the power to kill someone who posed a threat to them, then they
would not be able to kill someone who did not pose a threat.

Ramsey's argument for the sheer excess of powers is based on two key
premises. The first premise is that power is a capacity to bring about
change. The second premise is that it is always possible to use power to
achieve more than one's needs. These two premises lead to the that power
is inherently excessive.

The Implications of Ramsey's Theory for Political Theory



Ramsey's theory of power has a number of implications for political theory.
First, Ramsey's theory suggests that power is a dangerous and potentially
destructive force. If power is inherently excessive, then it is always possible
for it to be used for harmful purposes. This means that political theorists
must be wary of the dangers of power and must take steps to limit its
potential for abuse.

Second, Ramsey's theory suggests that power is not simply a matter of
having the ability to do something. Power is also a matter of having the
ability to control the actions of others. This means that political theorists
must pay attention to the ways in which power is used to control and
oppress others.

Third, Ramsey's theory suggests that the excess of power is a necessary
condition for its exercise. This means that political theorists must be
realistic about the limits of power. It is impossible to eliminate the excess of
power, but it is possible to limit its potential for abuse.

The Implications of Ramsey's Theory for International Relations

Ramsey's theory of power also has a number of implications for
international relations. First, Ramsey's theory suggests that power is a
major factor in international relations. States with more power are able to
achieve their goals more easily than states with less power. This means
that power is a key factor in determining the outcomes of international
conflicts.

Second, Ramsey's theory suggests that power is not simply a matter of
having the ability to do something. Power is also a matter of having the
ability to control the actions of others. This means that states with more



power are able to control the actions of other states more easily than states
with less power.

Third, Ramsey's theory suggests that the excess of power is a necessary
condition for its exercise. This means that states with more power are able
to impose their will on other states more easily than states with less power.

Frank Ramsey's theory of power is a powerful and insightful account of the
nature of power. Ramsey's theory suggests that power is a dangerous and
potentially destructive force, but it is also a necessary condition for the
exercise of power. Political theorists and international relations scholars
must be aware of the dangers of power and must take steps to limit its
potential for abuse.
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