
Firestorm: The Extraordinary Life and Legacy
of Greg Mullins, Australia's Renowned Fire
Chief
Greg Mullins, a legendary figure in the realm of firefighting, served as the
tireless Commissioner of Fire & Rescue NSW from 1997 to 2007. With an
unwavering commitment to public safety and a passion for innovation,
Mullins spearheaded countless initiatives that revolutionized firefighting
practices and elevated the safety standards of communities across
Australia.

Early Life and Career

Born in Sydney, Australia, in 1958, Greg Mullins embarked on his
firefighting career at the tender age of 17. His early experiences as a
volunteer firefighter instilled in him a profound understanding of the
challenges and the importance of effective firefighting strategies. After
graduating from the Sydney Fire Brigade's training program, Mullins swiftly
rose through the ranks, earning a reputation as a highly skilled and
dedicated firefighter.

Commissioner of Fire & Rescue NSW

In 1997, Greg Mullins was appointed Commissioner of Fire & Rescue
NSW, the largest fire service in Australia. This marked a pivotal moment in
his career, providing him with the platform to implement his visionary ideas
and make a lasting impact on the fire safety landscape.
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Transformative Innovations

Recognizing the need for a more agile and effective fire service, Mullins
introduced a suite of innovative reforms. He pioneered the use of mobile
data terminals, allowing firefighters to access critical information in real-
time while responding to emergencies. Additionally, he spearheaded the
implementation of the Fire Danger Index, a pioneering tool that predicts the
severity of bushfires based on weather conditions and vegetation data.

Emphasis on Fire Prevention

Beyond his focus on firefighting, Mullins prioritized fire prevention
initiatives, recognizing their significance in reducing the occurrence and
impact of fires. He established the Firefighting Education and Training
Centre, a world-class facility dedicated to training firefighters and educating
the public about fire safety. By promoting a culture of fire awareness and
prevention, Mullins aimed to minimize the risk of fires and safeguard
communities.

Leadership and Advocacy
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Greg Mullins' leadership extended far beyond the confines of Fire &
Rescue NSW. He was a vocal advocate for the adoption of best practices
in firefighting and disaster management, both within Australia and
internationally. He actively participated in international forums, sharing his
expertise and insights to improve global firefighting standards.

The Black Saturday Bushfires

In 2009, Australia was devastated by the Black Saturday Bushfires, an
unprecedented catastrophe that claimed the lives of 173 people and
destroyed over 2,000 homes. As the Commissioner of Emergency
Management Victoria at the time, Mullins played a crucial role in
coordinating the emergency response and recovery efforts. His leadership
and unwavering determination during this crisis were widely lauded.

Legacy and Recognition

Greg Mullins retired from public service in 2011, leaving behind an enduring
legacy in the field of firefighting. His innovative approaches, emphasis on
prevention, and tireless advocacy for fire safety have profoundly
transformed the fire protection system in Australia. In recognition of his
exceptional contributions, he was awarded the prestigious Order of
Australia in 2012.

Greg Mullins' life and career embody the essence of unwavering
dedication, innovation, and service to the community. His transformative
leadership has left an indelible mark on the fire safety landscape in
Australia and beyond, ensuring the safety of countless lives and properties
for years to come. As an icon of firefighting excellence, Mullins' legacy will
continue to inspire generations of firefighters and emergency responders
worldwide.
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