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Fidel Castro, the iconic leader of the Cuban Revolution, remains one of the
most influential and controversial figures of the 20th century. His life and
legacy have been the subject of countless books, articles, and films, but
none have captured the complexity of the man as comprehensively as
Volker Skierka's exhaustive biography.

Early Life and Revolutionary Roots

Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz was born on August 13, 1926, in Birán, Cuba.
His father, Ángel Castro, was a wealthy farmer and landowner, while his
mother, Lina Ruz González, was a devout Catholic. Castro's upbringing
was privileged, but he was also exposed to the poverty and inequality that
plagued much of Cuba at the time.
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Castro's early education was in private Catholic schools, where he excelled
academically and became involved in student politics. After graduating from
high school, he enrolled in the University of Havana to study law. It was
during his university years that Castro's political consciousness began to
take shape.

Influenced by Marxist and socialist ideas, Castro became increasingly
critical of the Batista dictatorship that ruled Cuba. He joined the Socialist
Youth League and participated in anti-government demonstrations. In 1952,
Batista seized power in a military coup, prompting Castro to organize an
armed rebellion.

The Cuban Revolution

On July 26, 1953, Castro led a group of 165 rebels in an attack on the
Moncada Barracks, a military outpost in Santiago de Cuba. The attack
failed, and Castro was arrested and sentenced to 15 years in prison.
However, the Moncada attack became a symbol of resistance against
Batista's dictatorship.

After being released from prison in 1955, Castro traveled to Mexico, where
he met Ernesto "Che" Guevara. Together, they formed the 26th of July
Movement and began planning a guerrilla campaign to overthrow Batista.

In December 1956, Castro and 81 other rebels returned to Cuba aboard
the yacht Granma. They landed in the eastern Sierra Maestra mountains
and began a two-year guerrilla war against Batista's forces.

Despite facing overwhelming odds, Castro's rebels gradually gained
support from the Cuban peasantry and urban population. In 1959, Batista



fled the country, and Castro's forces marched into Havana. The Cuban
Revolution was victorious.

Leadership of Cuba (1959-2008)

After the revolution, Castro became Prime Minister of Cuba. He quickly
implemented sweeping reforms, including the nationalization of industries,
the redistribution of land to peasants, and the establishment of a universal
healthcare system.

Castro's government also faced significant challenges, including the U.S.
economic embargo, the Bay of Pigs invasion, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
However, he remained in power for nearly 50 years, becoming one of the
longest-serving leaders in modern history.

During his time as leader, Castro transformed Cuba into a socialist state.
He introduced a one-party system, abolished elections, and implemented
strict censorship. He also played a significant role in the Cold War, aligning
Cuba with the Soviet Union.

Legacy and Impact

Fidel Castro's legacy remains complex and controversial. He was both a
revered figure in Cuba and a reviled dictator in the eyes of many in the
West. His supporters praised his achievements in education, healthcare,
and social justice, while his critics condemned his authoritarian rule and the
repression of dissent.

Despite the controversy surrounding his legacy, there is no doubt that Fidel
Castro was one of the most influential figures in 20th century history. He led



a successful revolution, defying the United States and inspiring other
revolutionary movements around the world.

Volker Skierka's Biography

Volker Skierka's exhaustive biography of Fidel Castro is a monumental
work of scholarship that spans over 1,000 pages. Based on extensive
research, including interviews with Castro himself, Skierka provides a
comprehensive account of Castro's life, from his early years to his death in
2016.

Skierka's biography is not only a political history but also a personal
portrait. He explores Castro's complex character, his motivations, and his
relationships with his family, friends, and rivals. Skierka also provides a
nuanced analysis of Castro's ideology and his impact on Cuba and the
world.

Volker Skierka's biography of Fidel Castro is an essential read for anyone
interested in understanding one of the most significant figures of the 20th
century. It is a comprehensive, well-researched, and insightful account of
Castro's life, legacy, and impact.
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