
Fidel: An Illustrated Biography of Fidel Castro
Fidel Castro, the former leader of Cuba, was one of the most influential and
controversial figures of the 20th century. Born in eastern Cuba on August
13, 1926, Castro was the son of a wealthy farmer. He attended the
University of Havana, where he became involved in radical politics. After
graduating, he joined the Cuban armed forces, but was quickly disillusioned
by the corruption and inefficiency he witnessed. He went on to participate in
an unsuccessful uprising against the government of Fulgencio Batista, and
was imprisoned for his role in the rebellion.

After his release from prison, Castro went into exile in Mexico, where he
planned a revolution to overthrow Batista. In 1956, he returned to Cuba
with a small group of rebels, and launched a guerrilla war against the
government. After two years of fighting, Castro's forces were victorious, and
Batista was overthrown. Castro became the new leader of Cuba, and
began to implement a series of radical social and economic reforms.
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Castro's government was marked by its strong commitment to social justice
and equality. He introduced a system of free healthcare and education, and
carried out a land reform program that redistributed land to peasants. He
also nationalized many industries, and established a central planning
system. Castro's policies were not always popular, but they did bring about
significant improvements in the lives of many Cubans.

Castro was also a vocal critic of the United States, and he played a key role
in the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962. He was also a strong supporter of
revolutionary movements in Latin America and Africa, and he provided
military support to rebel groups in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Angola.

Castro's government was also marked by its authoritarian nature. He
suppressed political dissent, and imprisoned or exiled many of his
opponents. He also maintained a close relationship with the Soviet Union,
which provided economic and military support to Cuba.

In 2006, Castro fell ill and temporarily ceded power to his brother, Raul.
Raul Castro was elected president of Cuba in 2008, and he continued to
implement many of the same policies as his brother. Fidel Castro died on
November 25, 2016, at the age of 90.

Fidel Castro was a complex and controversial figure. He was a charismatic
leader who inspired many people around the world, but he was also a
ruthless dictator who suppressed dissent and imprisoned his opponents.
His legacy is still being debated today, but there is no doubt that he was
one of the most important figures of the 20th century.
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Early Life and Education

Fidel Castro was born on August 13, 1926, in the village of Biran, in the
eastern Cuban province of Oriente. His father, Angel Castro y Argiz, was a
wealthy sugar planter and landowner. His mother, Lina Ruz Gonzalez, was
a devout Catholic from a poor family. Castro had four brothers and three
sisters.

Castro spent his early years on his father's sugar plantation. He was a
bright and inquisitive child, and he developed a strong interest in politics
and social justice. He attended a Catholic boarding school in Santiago de
Cuba, and later studied law at the University of Havana.

While at university, Castro became involved in radical politics. He joined the
communist-led Popular Socialist Party (PSP),and he participated in anti-
government demonstrations. He was also a member of the university's
fencing team, and he was a successful boxer.

Cuban Revolution

In 1952, Fulgencio Batista, a former military officer, seized power in Cuba
in a coup d'etat. Castro was outraged by the coup, and he began to
organize a revolution to overthrow Batista. He joined forces with other
young revolutionaries, including Che Guevara, Camilo Cienfuegos, and
Juan Almeida.

In December 1956, Castro returned to Cuba with a small group of rebels,
and launched a guerrilla war against Batista's government. The rebels
operated in the Sierra Maestra mountains, and they gradually gained
support from the Cuban people. Batista's forces were unable to defeat the



rebels, and in January 1959, Batista fled Cuba. Castro's forces entered
Havana, and he became the new leader of Cuba.

Early Years in Power

After taking power, Castro began to implement a series of radical social
and economic reforms. He introduced a system of free healthcare and
education, and he carried out a land reform program that redistributed land
to peasants. He also nationalized many industries, and established a
central planning system.

Castro's policies were not always popular, but they did bring about
significant improvements in the lives of many Cubans. The literacy rate
increased from 23% to 96%, and the life expectancy increased from 58
years to 78 years. However, Castro's government was also marked by its
authoritarian nature. He suppressed political dissent, and imprisoned or
exiled many of his opponents.

Bay of Pigs Invasion

In 1961, the United States launched the Bay of Pigs invasion in an attempt
to overthrow Castro's government. The invasion was a disaster, and it was
defeated within three days. The failure of the invasion strengthened
Castro's hold on power, and it also led to a closer relationship between
Cuba and the Soviet Union.

Cuban Missile Crisis

In 1962, the Cuban Missile Crisis brought the world to the brink of nuclear
war. The crisis began when the United States discovered that the Soviet
Union was secretly installing nuclear missiles in Cuba. President John F.
Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of Cuba, and he demanded the removal



of the missiles. After a tense standoff, the Soviet Union agreed to remove
the missiles, and the crisis was resolved.

Later Years in Power

Castro remained in power for over 40 years. During his time as leader, he
oversaw the development of Cuba's socialist system, and he played a key
role in international affairs. He was a close ally of the Soviet Union, and he
provided military support to revolutionary movements in Latin America and
Africa.

In 2006, Castro fell ill and temporarily ceded power to his brother, Raul.
Raul Castro was elected president of Cuba in 2008, and he continued to
implement many of the same policies as his brother. Fidel Castro died on
November 25, 2016, at the age of 90.

Legacy

Fidel Castro was a complex and controversial figure. He was a charismatic
leader who inspired many people around the world, but he was also a
ruthless dictator who suppressed dissent and imprisoned his opponents.
His legacy is still being debated today, but there is no doubt that he was
one of the most important figures of the 20th century.
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