Driving With The Devil: Southern Moonshine
Detroit Wheels And The Birth Of NASCAR

The Prohibition Era: Fueling a Thirst for Speed

As the United States embarked on the dry years of Prohibition in the 1920s,
an illicit enterprise emerged: moonshining. Bootleggers, defying the law,
distilled and transported untaxed alcohol, often using souped-up cars to
outrun the authorities.

These "moonshine cars" became a symbol of the rebellious spirit of the
time. They were typically modified with powerful engines, reinforced
suspensions, and oversized fuel tanks. The drivers, known as "moon
runners" or "bootleggers," possessed exceptional driving skills, honed on
the treacherous back roads of the Appalachian Mountains.

Detroit's Automotive Industry: Providing the Framework

Simultaneously, Detroit's automotive industry was flourishing. Ford,
Chevrolet, and Chrysler were churning out affordable and reliable vehicles
that were eagerly adopted by moonshiners. The lightweight chassis and
durable engines proved ideal for illegal alcohol transportation.
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The automotive advancements of the time greatly influenced the design
and performance of moonshine cars, which evolved into sleek, powerful
machines capable of reaching speeds of over 100 miles per hour.

The Birth of NASCAR: A Catalyst for Speed and Competition

In the midst of the Prohibition years, a competitive spirit emerged among
moonshine drivers. They organized informal races, testing their vehicles
and abilities in a quest for bragging rights. These races often took place on
empty dirt tracks or makeshift courses through rural areas.

As the popularity of these races grew, so did the desire for a more
organized and structured event. In 1948, NASCAR (National Association
for Stock Car Automobile Racing) was founded by Bill France Sr., a former
moonshiner himself. NASCAR formalized the rules and regulations for
stock car racing, providing a platform for drivers to compete and showcase
their skills.

The Legacy of Moonshine Cars on NASCAR

The close association between moonshine cars and NASCAR's early years
has left an enduring legacy on the sport. Many of the drivers who
participated in NASCAR's inaugural races had their roots in moonshining,
including legendary figures like Junior Johnson, Banjo Matthews, and
Curtis Turner.
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The driving techniques and car modifications developed during the
Prohibition era continued to influence NASCAR racing. Cornering
techniques, such as "bump and run" and "power sliding," were honed on
dirt roads and transferred to the racetrack. The lightweight, aerodynamic
designs of moonshine cars laid the foundation for the high-performance
stock cars used in NASCAR today.

Beyond the Prohibition Era: A Cultural Phenomenon

Even after Prohibition ended in 1933, the legacy of moonshine cars
continued. They became icons of American culture, immortalized in
Hollywood films, country songs, and popular literature. Their unique blend
of speed, rebellion, and mechanical ingenuity has captured the imagination
of generations.

In modern times, moonshine cars have experienced a resurgence in
popularity. Enthusiasts restore and modify these historic vehicles,
preserving their legacy and celebrating the spirit of the Prohibition era. Car
shows, festivals, and museums dedicated to moonshine cars have
emerged, showcasing the cultural significance of these iconic machines.

: A Symphony of Speed, Rebellion, and Ingenuity

The story of Southern moonshine cars and the birth of NASCAR is a
thrilling tale of speed, rebellion, and innovation. The ingenuity of
moonshiners, combined with the advancements of Detroit's automotive
industry, gave rise to a unique form of motorsports that has left a lasting
impact on American culture.

From the roar of engines echoing through the Appalachian back roads to
the thunderous spectacle of modern-day NASCAR races, moonshine cars



embody the spirit of defiance, the pursuit of speed, and the enduring
appeal of mechanical marvel. They serve as a testament to the restless
American spirit that continues to drive us forward.
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietham

The Vietham War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...
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Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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