
Dancing Under the Red Star: A Global History
of Chinese Communists and Their
Revolutionaries
The Chinese Communist Revolution was a pivotal event in the 20th
century, with far-reaching consequences that continue to shape the world
today. At the heart of this revolution were the Chinese Communists, a
group of dedicated revolutionaries who dedicated their lives to overthrowing
the Nationalist government and creating a socialist society.

In "Dancing Under the Red Star," historian Barbara Demick tells the story of
these revolutionaries. Through extensive research and interviews, she
sheds new light on the lives and motivations of these individuals, revealing
the complex forces that drove them to fight for a better future.
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The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was founded in 1921 in Shanghai. Its
founders were a small group of intellectuals and activists who were inspired
by the Russian Revolution. They believed that socialism was the only way
to save China from poverty, inequality, and foreign imperialism.

In the early years, the CCP faced significant challenges. It was a small and
poorly organized party, and it was often persecuted by the Nationalist
government. However, the Communists gradually gained support among
the Chinese people, who were increasingly dissatisfied with the Nationalist
government's corruption and incompetence.

The Long March

In 1934, the CCP was forced to flee its base in Jiangxi province after a
series of defeats by the Nationalist army. The Communists embarked on a
6,000-mile journey known as the Long March. This epic trek took them
through some of the most rugged and dangerous terrain in China.

The Long March was a turning point in the Chinese Communist Revolution.
It demonstrated the determination and resilience of the CCP, and it helped
to forge a strong bond between the party and the Chinese people.

The Yan'an Years

After the Long March, the CCP established a new base in Yan'an, in the
northwest of China. Here, the Communists were able to consolidate their
power and build a strong military force. They also developed a new political
and ideological framework that would serve as the basis for the People's
Republic of China.



The Yan'an years were a time of great intellectual ferment within the CCP.
Mao Zedong, who had emerged as the party's leader, developed his own
unique brand of Marxism-Leninism, which would come to be known as
Maoism.

The Civil War

In 1946, the Chinese Civil War broke out between the CCP and the
Nationalist government. The war lasted for four years and was fought with
great ferocity on both sides. By 1949, the Communists had defeated the
Nationalists and established the People's Republic of China.

The Chinese Communist Revolution was a long and bloody struggle, but it
ultimately succeeded in overthrowing the Nationalist government and
creating a new socialist society. The CCP has ruled China ever since, and
its legacy continues to shape the country today.

The Chinese Communists

The Chinese Communists were a diverse group of people who came from
all walks of life. They were intellectuals, peasants, workers, and soldiers.
They were united by their belief in socialism and their determination to
create a better future for China.

Many of the Chinese Communists were young and idealistic. They were
inspired by the ideas of Marx and Lenin, and they believed that socialism
was the only way to create a just and equitable society. They were willing to
sacrifice their lives for their beliefs.

The Chinese Communists were also pragmatic and disciplined. They were
willing to make compromises and alliances with other groups in order to



achieve their goals. They were also able to learn from their mistakes and
adapt their strategies to changing circumstances.

The Legacy of the Revolution

The Chinese Communist Revolution has had a profound impact on the
world. It inspired other socialist revolutions around the world, and it helped
to shape the Cold War. It also led to the creation of the People's Republic
of China, which has become one of the world's leading powers.

The legacy of the Chinese Communist Revolution is still being debated
today. Some people argue that the revolution was a necessary step in
China's development, while others argue that it was a disaster that led to
decades of tyranny and oppression.

Regardless of one's view of the revolution, there is no doubt that the
Chinese Communists played a pivotal role in shaping the course of
Chinese history. They were a group of dedicated revolutionaries who were
willing to sacrifice everything for their beliefs. Their legacy will continue to
be debated for generations to come.

"Dancing Under the Red Star" is a fascinating and insightful look at the
Chinese Communist Revolution. Demick's meticulous research and vivid
writing bring the story of this transformative event to life. This book is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the Chinese
Communist Revolution and its legacy.
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