Curator Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide
to Museum Curation

Museums are complex and dynamic institutions that play a vital role in our
society. They collect, preserve, and interpret our cultural heritage, and they
provide a space for people to learn, explore, and connect with the world
around them.

Curators are the professionals who are responsible for the care and
management of museum collections. They play a vital role in ensuring that
museums are able to fulfill their mission of preserving and interpreting our
cultural heritage.

This handbook is a comprehensive guide to museum curation. It covers
everything from the role of the curator to the different types of museums
and the challenges of managing a collection. It is designed to provide
curators with the knowledge and skills they need to be successful in their
field.
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Curators are responsible for the care and management of museum
collections. They work with a variety of stakeholders, including donors,
lenders, collectors, and researchers, to acquire, preserve, and interpret
museum objects.

Curators also play a vital role in developing and implementing museum
exhibitions. They work with designers, educators, and other staff members
to create exhibitions that are engaging, informative, and accessible to a
wide range of audiences.

In addition to their work with collections and exhibitions, curators also
conduct research, publish articles and books, and give lectures. They are
often called upon to speak to the media and the public about museum-
related topics.

There are many different types of museums, each with its own unique
mission and focus. Some of the most common types of museums include:
= Art museums collect and exhibit works of art from all over the world.

= History museums collect and exhibit objects that tell the story of
human history.

= Natural history museums collect and exhibit specimens from the
natural world.

= Science museums collect and exhibit objects that illustrate scientific
principles.

= Children's museums are designed to be fun and educational for
children of all ages.



Each type of museum has its own unique challenges and opportunities.
Curators who work in different types of museums must have a deep
understanding of the museum's mission and focus in order to be
successful.

Managing a museum collection is a complex and challenging task. Curators
must ensure that objects are properly acquired, cataloged, stored, and
preserved. They must also work to prevent theft, damage, and other threats
to the collection.

In addition to these challenges, curators must also manage the growth of
the collection. As museums acquire new objects, they must find ways to
store and display them in a way that is safe and accessible to the public.

Museum curation is a challenging but rewarding profession. Curators play a
vital role in preserving and interpreting our cultural heritage. They work with
a variety of stakeholders to acquire, preserve, and interpret museum
objects, and they develop and implement museum exhibitions that are
engaging, informative, and accessible to a wide range of audiences.

If you are interested in a career in museum curation, this handbook is a
valuable resource. It will provide you with the knowledge and skills you
need to be successful in this field.
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