
Coming of Age Between the Arabs and
Israelis: A Journey of Conflict and
Coexistence, 1956-1978

The period between 1956 and 1978 represents a tumultuous era in the
history of the Middle East, marked by the ongoing conflict between the
Arabs and Israelis. During this time, a generation of young people came of
age, their lives shaped by the complexities of the situation. This article
explores the experiences and perspectives of these individuals, providing a
first-hand account of the challenges and opportunities they faced.

Crossing Mandelbaum Gate: Coming of Age Between
the Arabs and Israelis, 1956-1978 by Kai Bird

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2694 KB

https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImJEQmErV3laeG01NUoxb0k1ZHl3VHdjMjYyanVNVzdyb3VLRklrYVhVKzd2QTdiVDZuQkE1WWk3d3lOVkY3UWNDQWZtVXBqSE9WOGJ5RUg1eHdqeHAxQkNqZldxcDhDMTFDT1E0V1R5VzJldmNDNUdjXC8xZEFsbEt6bStqQkhrWGtzQkl1ZHJNbklwd0F0NTNVcXJZeWtMZFkxWlRzS1NieElwMk9wczdFQU1YMUVDaVF6aWtQbDQzZ3RMMkVKd04xVmRiTWhEck1LXC9hUGF3RkVxM084bkhMOXZuQW42SG45d2dteU5VeHR3bz0iLCJpdiI6IjRmNmZlNTBkNTJhMGE1OTI3ZmU3Y2U1YmVkOWE4MjFkIiwicyI6IjgxZDcyZmVjODRjYmZjYTEifQ%3D%3D
https://ebooks-online-stores.nicksucre.com/reading-an-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ilh2VGZrWFZQZE9jQXNrdzIrUDBCT3p1VWMwYTJ4MVNBeXZHd012cDU0eXVLSGxrcG9HZUpnREh1RzlyNjNDQnRCK2tEbEpxUnVWZHVYNlZ2TlB5UjR0d3hOQWQwK2xFeG5vTlRjRWx6bXVaZ3pydEdaeHFYd0hoM0Q4NndXcTAzeEtpSTF3NzBlWGJiUmdtWTNhNGFjZUp2eTh0dnl1WEk5bGRFWmZDSmxUR2NHUzFUckRKVkNWWSs0Z2c2cjVNMzBYMVwvZG9BN2NTdzNmN0wzeTFGSDN6eHFSK0ZQTzU5YVlcL0NEXC9mUVo4TDA9IiwiaXYiOiJlMWRjZDA4Njk0YmE4NDhiYTNiNzkwZWZhNTc3OGRkMSIsInMiOiJmMGYyYjk1YWI5ODkwYzAzIn0%3D


Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 452 pages

The Six-Day War and Its Aftermath

In June 1967, the Six-Day War dramatically altered the political and social
landscape of the region. Israel's swift and decisive victory led to the
occupation of territories previously controlled by Egypt, Jordan, and Syria,
including the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights. This event
had a profound impact on the lives of young people in both communities.

For Palestinians, the war brought forth a sense of loss and displacement.
Many were forced to flee their homes and become refugees in neighboring
countries. The occupation brought with it restrictions on movement,
economic hardship, and political oppression.

Israeli youth, on the other hand, experienced a surge of patriotism and
optimism. The victory had united the nation and boosted their confidence.
However, there was also a growing awareness of the complexities of the
situation and the need for a just and lasting peace.

The Rise of Palestinian Nationalism

In the aftermath of the war, a new wave of Palestinian nationalism
emerged. Young Palestinians, inspired by the examples of other liberation
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movements around the world, began to organize and resist the Israeli
occupation. This period saw the founding of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and the formation of militant groups such as Fatah.

The rise of Palestinian nationalism presented a significant challenge to the
Israeli government. Faced with growing international pressure to resolve
the conflict, Israel embarked on a series of diplomatic initiatives, including
the Camp David Accords in 1978. These efforts, however, failed to produce
a comprehensive peace settlement.

The Lebanese Civil War

In 1975, the Lebanese Civil War erupted, drawing in both Israeli and
Palestinian forces. The war had a devastating impact on the country and its
people, including the young generation. Many young Lebanese fled the
fighting, seeking refuge in neighboring countries or abroad.

The war also exposed the fragility of the coexistence between different
religious and ethnic groups in Lebanon. The young generation, who had
grown up in a relatively tolerant and cosmopolitan society, witnessed
firsthand the horrors of sectarian violence.

The Camp David Accords

In 1978, U.S. President Jimmy Carter brokered the Camp David Accords
between Israel and Egypt. The accords were a major diplomatic
breakthrough, leading to the signing of a peace treaty between the two
countries. However, the Accords did not address the issue of Palestinian
rights, and were thus met with mixed reactions.



For many young Israelis, the Camp David Accords represented a step
towards peace and a move away from the endless cycle of conflict.
However, for young Palestinians, the Accords were seen as a betrayal of
their cause.

Legacies and Lessons

The generation that came of age between 1956 and 1978 witnessed some
of the most pivotal events in Middle Eastern history. Their experiences and
perspectives shaped their attitudes towards the conflict and towards the
possibility of coexistence.

Despite the ongoing violence and political tensions, the experiences of this
generation also demonstrated the resilience of hope and the potential for
dialogue. They had witnessed the horrors of war, the pain of loss, and the
challenges of living in a divided society. Yet, they also recognized the
importance of education, reconciliation, and a shared desire for a just and
peaceful future.

The legacies and lessons learned from this period continue to inform the
ongoing efforts towards resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict. Young people,
who have inherited the challenges and opportunities of their predecessors,
play a critical role in shaping the future of the region.

The coming of age between the Arabs and Israelis from 1956 to 1978 was
a time of both great turmoil and opportunity. The young people who lived
through this period faced immense challenges, but they also demonstrated
remarkable resilience and a deep-seated belief in the possibility of
coexistence. As the region continues to navigate the path towards peace
and reconciliation, the experiences and perspectives of this generation



serve as a valuable reminder of both the complexities and the potential of
human nature.
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...
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The Hero and Saint of Islam: A Perennial
Philosophy
Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph of Islam, is a figure of great significance
in the Muslim world. He is revered as a hero and a saint, and his...
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