
Charles Alber: A Trailblazing Choctaw Woman
Who Defied Gender Norms and Became a
Respected Trader
In the annals of Native American history, the name Charles Alber stands
out as a beacon of resilience, determination, and pioneering spirit. As a
member of the Choctaw Nation, she shattered societal expectations and
became a successful trader, defying the traditional gender roles of her time.
Her remarkable journey is a testament to the boundless potential and
indomitable spirit that resided within her.

Early Life and Influences

Charles Alber was born on May 22, 1862, amidst the turmoil of the
American Civil War. Her childhood was shaped by the displacement and
hardship faced by her people during the tumultuous Choctaw Removal. As
a young girl, she was exposed to the harsh realities of life on the Indian
Territory, which would later fuel her determination to improve her
community.
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Growing up, Charles Alber exhibited an exceptional wit and a thirst for
knowledge. She eagerly absorbed the wisdom of her elders and
demonstrated a keen interest in the intricacies of trading. Despite being
raised in a patriarchal society, she refused to be confined by its limitations.
With an unwavering belief in herself, she resolved to forge her own path
and become an independent trader.

Becoming a Successful Trader

At a time when women were primarily relegated to domestic duties, Charles
Alber defied convention and embarked on a daring venture into the world of
trade. She traveled extensively throughout the Indian Territory, establishing
trading posts and building relationships with both Native American and
European American merchants.

Her keen eye for business and understanding of the local markets proved
invaluable. She established a reputation for fairness and honesty, earning
the respect of her peers. As her business flourished, she became a
prominent figure in the Chickasaw Nation, where she had settled.

Breaking Gender Barriers

In the male-dominated sphere of trading, Charles Alber's success was
nothing short of remarkable. She faced numerous challenges and
prejudices, but her determination never wavered. By embracing her
intelligence and resourcefulness, she demonstrated that women were
capable of achieving great things in traditionally masculine fields.
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Her trading posts became more than just places of commerce. They
evolved into centers of cultural exchange and social interaction, where
people from diverse backgrounds came together. Charles Alber, with her
warm and welcoming personality, fostered a sense of community amidst
the often-divided frontier landscape.

Contributions to the Chickasaw Nation

Beyond her commercial success, Charles Alber made significant
contributions to the well-being of her adopted nation. She invested her
earnings in improving the lives of her people, establishing schools,
churches, and other public services. Her philanthropic spirit extended to the
broader Native American community, as she generously supported various
causes and initiatives.

Her commitment to education was particularly noteworthy. She believed
that knowledge was the key to empowerment and progress. She
established scholarships and actively encouraged young people to pursue
higher education.

Honoring a Legacy

Charles Alber's legacy continues to inspire generations of Native
Americans and non-Natives alike. Her unwavering determination,
entrepreneurial spirit, and unwavering commitment to her community serve
as a reminder that we all have the potential to defy societal norms and
make a meaningful impact on the world.

Today, her name is enshrined in the Chickasaw Hall of Fame, and several
historical sites commemorate her contributions. The Charles Alberti



Reynolds Memorial at Platt College in Sulphur, Oklahoma, stands as a
testament to her unwavering support for higher education.

Charles Alber's extraordinary life is a powerful story of resilience and
empowerment. As a Native American woman who shattered gender
stereotypes and became a successful trader, she left an indelible mark on
history. Her legacy as a trailblazer, philanthropist, and community leader
continues to inspire and motivate countless individuals to this day.
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Stories of War from the Women Reporters Who
Covered Vietnam
The Vietnam War was one of the most significant events of the 20th
century. It was a complex and controversial conflict that had a profound
impact on both the United States...
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