
Between Harvard and America: A Tale of Two
Institutions
Harvard University and the United States of America are two of the most
powerful and influential institutions in the world. But their relationship has
not always been easy. In this article, we explore the complex history of
Harvard and America, from the university's founding in 1636 to its present-
day role as a global leader in education and research.
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The Early Years

Harvard was founded in 1636 by a group of Puritan ministers who were
seeking to create a new school that would train ministers and other leaders
for the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The school was named after John
Harvard, a wealthy English clergyman who had donated his library and half
of his estate to the new institution.
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From its earliest days, Harvard was closely tied to the American political
and economic elite. Many of the colony's governors and other leading
figures were Harvard graduates. The university also played a key role in
the American Revolution, providing both intellectual and financial support
for the cause of independence.

The 19th Century

The 19th century was a period of great growth and change for Harvard.
The university expanded its curriculum to include new fields of study, such
as science and medicine. It also began to attract students from all over the
country, as well as from Europe and Asia.

During this time, Harvard also became more involved in American politics.
The university's president, Edward Everett, served as Secretary of State
under President Millard Fillmore. And Harvard faculty members played a
leading role in the abolitionist movement.

The 20th Century

The 20th century was a time of continued growth and prosperity for
Harvard. The university established new schools and institutes, and its
faculty made major contributions to fields such as physics, chemistry, and
economics.

Harvard also played a key role in the American civil rights movement. The
university admitted its first African-American students in 1947, and its
faculty members were active in the fight for desegregation.

The 21st Century



In the 21st century, Harvard continues to be a global leader in education
and research. The university has a faculty of world-renowned scholars, and
its students come from all over the world.

Harvard is also a major force in American politics. The university's
graduates have gone on to become presidents, senators, and Supreme
Court justices. And Harvard faculty members continue to play a leading role
in public debates on issues such as climate change, healthcare, and
education.

The Future

The future of Harvard is bright. The university is well-positioned to continue
to be a global leader in education and research. And its graduates will
continue to play a major role in shaping the future of the United States and
the world.

Harvard University and the United States of America are two of the most
powerful and influential institutions in the world. Their relationship has not
always been easy, but it has been a mutually beneficial one. Harvard has
helped to shape America, and America has helped to shape Harvard.
Together, they have made the world a better place.
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