
An Account of the Battle for Hue, Vietnam
1968
The Battle for Hue was one of the longest and bloodiest battles of the
Vietnam War. Fought between the US and South Vietnamese forces
against the communists, it lasted for 26 days and resulted in the deaths of
thousands of soldiers and civilians.

Background

The Battle for Hue was part of the Tet Offensive, a major communist
offensive that began on January 30, 1968. The communists launched
attacks on major cities and towns across South Vietnam, including Hue, the
former imperial capital of Vietnam.
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Hue was defended by the 1st ARVN Division and the US 1st Marine
Division. The communists were initially successful in capturing much of the
city, but the US and ARVN forces eventually regained control.
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The Battle

The Battle for Hue began on January 31, 1968, when the communists
launched a surprise attack on the city. The communists quickly captured
much of the city, including the Imperial Palace and the Citadel.

The US and ARVN forces counterattacked on February 4, 1968. The
fighting was intense and bloody, and the communists were eventually
forced to retreat from the city.

The battle for Hue ended on February 24, 1968, with the US and ARVN
forces regaining control of the city. However, the communists continued to
launch attacks on Hue throughout the war.

Significance

The Battle for Hue was a major victory for the US and ARVN forces. It was
the first time that the communists had been defeated in a major urban
battle.

The battle also had a significant impact on the public opinion in the United
States. The images of the fighting in Hue shocked the American public and
helped to turn public opinion against the war.

Aftermath

The Battle for Hue left a lasting legacy on Vietnam. The city was heavily
damaged, and thousands of civilians were killed.

The battle also had a significant impact on the US military. The US military
learned that it was not prepared to fight in urban areas, and it made
changes to its training and tactics.



The Battle for Hue is still remembered today as one of the most significant
battles of the Vietnam War.

The Battle for Hue was a long and bloody battle that had a significant
impact on the course of the Vietnam War. The US and ARVN forces
eventually regained control of the city, but the battle left a lasting legacy on
Vietnam and the United States.
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